


Football Season of 1906
ByV J. K. MUNRO

R GBY Football with ts rush and'plunge, its
squirining.lbg-heaps of struggling humanity,
anid its constant clash of weight and strength
against weight and strength is probably thenearest'approach to actual warfare the worldl of sportcan produce. That is why it appeals so strongly to theflghtig Anglo-Saxon nature. That is why when collegemneets college and champions meet. champions, Caniadiansturn out in thousands to cheer on their favourites andf111 the chili autumn air with college yells and clubslogans. And in enthusiasi the season of i906 hasproved a red letter one in the history of the gaule.

It bas been a prolonged season. It started inaus-piciously, for the early practises always are marked bynumerous accidents, more or Iess serions, were this yearsaddened by two fatalities. 'But as the season advancedand the struggle for supremnacy in the three principalunions indicated a shiftixig around of charnpionships, i-terest ,grew till the crowds at the gaines became largebeyond alI recent records, and neyer did it slacken tiu hiMontreal on Saturday last, Haumilton Tigers, by de-featihig McGill on their own campus, becanie thecrowiled kings of the Canadian footbl~al field.
Senior football in Canada is practically contained inthree unions-The Quebec. Rugby Football Union, theOntario Football Union and the Intercollegiate FootballUnion. Tixese three bodies are affluiated with the Can-adian Rugby Union, and at' the end of each season thechamipions of the affiliated unions are entitled to play offfor the Canadian Championship. But owing to mnarkeddifferences i the playing rules of the various unions, itbas of late years~ been an impossibility to bring thedifferent champion teains together on anythig like ancqual footin~g. Last fail, however, the Canadian Unionforiulated a set of rides, a compromise between the"snap-back"~ and the "scriinage," that ail teains couldýasily accustoin themselves~ to. 'The Qixebec Union sun-Iifled Inatters by adoptig these rides at once. lTheJntario Union wi1l probably adopt thein at their annualneetin~g to-day. The IntercolleMyiate wiil -ohtp n

season, went on and won ail the rest of their gamnes,finishÎ.ng with a clear lead over ail the others.1The Ontario Union, mtade up of Hamilton Tigers, To-ronto Argonauts, Toronto Victorias and Pe.terboro, hadto once more yiçld tç) Hamilton. Tigers whohave nowbeen Ontario champions for four years. Tigers areý un-doubtedly one of the greatest football aggregations evergot together in Canada, but tis year they had theirwork cnt out for thein to beat the Argonauts who putup a desperate finish and were only beaten i the dyigmoments of a gaine the critics generally conceded theyshould have won.
Neither was the fight in the Intercollegiate Union lessearnest. Here McGill, Toronto 'Varsity, Queei's 'andOttawa Coilege fought it ont. McGill won, but not tilithe whistle blew in the last gaine against 'Varsity inToronto could they cail the ch'ampionship their own.'Varsitv had beaten theut ini Montreal, but the wearersof the 'red fought it, out to a finish and in one of themnost earnest, if worst plaved gaines of the season,landed the gaine and the honours by a single point.In the meantime, Miontreal and Tigers had met inHamilton for thie Canadian chamnpionship. Moutreal,with a strong line and an exceptionaily fast back divi-sion, were generally picked to win. But what Tigerslacked in speed and strength they more than madeup by their exceptional punting ability and their generalkxiowledge of the gaine. On a soggy field they held theiroppopents coinparatively sale while their great bac<division punted away over the dead line for enoughpoints to win by a score of eleven to, six before thebiggest crowd that ever witnessed a football gaine inOntario.

For soute timne it was uncertai whether McGillwould go after Canadian honours. It was generafly con-ceded tliey were outclassed by Tigers and the facultywere rexuinding thein that examinations were drawingnear. But the rnhleq çrq, +1-,, +1- ---
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