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In 1550, "we couldn‘t use the term ‘Rugby’ ...because Canadian-
brand football etill used the word to describe itaelf.mt

- Freddie Miller, founding member of the Toronto Wanderers Rugby
Unicn Footkball Club

Survival of the pFltteat:
Cenuda Rucrwutes Britizh Football in its Oom Imaga

In 1946 Freddie Miller returned to Canada from the United Kingdom
after being away elght years. He immediately lamented the abgence
of the game of rugby that he had been introduced to in England. By
1345, Miller and eimilar "lost soule® formed a club, the Wanderers,
that gla:l.ms today to be the oldest such surviving oxganizatien in
Ontario.

There may be other claimants to the title such ag the Balmy Beach
Club also in Toronte, but the very fact of euch an assertion and
the lack of much organized history suggests the game had figurately
wandered in a virtual wilderness for the firet half of the cantury.

The Canadian brand of rughy on the other hand was never more
popular at the time of Millex’s return to Canada and indeed the
19408 and 508 could be said to the spoch of the Canadian game, In
refersence to the annual Canadian championship, the Grey Cup, Ted

Rgeve cne of ths aountry’s leading journalists and himself & formayr
player, wrote:

"Around one game of rugby we have wrapped a waek of carnival,
mounting excitement, reunions, good will, heavy betting, fanoy
comtumes. It is a match and it is a masquerade, a mixturs of
. English Cup Tie, Mardi Gras, the Calgary Stampeda, and Saint
Patrick’s Day in the morning, =2

What Reeve without trace of irony, called rugby, sc did many
others, and there ip no doubt that Canadian football in those days
was cloder than American football to the root game of English
rugby. Make no mistake however Canadian football by the 19408 was
not xugby as that game ig traditionally known. It had evolved into
a distinct Canadian interpretation borrowing freely from American
example, In spirit however, and this is the significant point, the
Canadian game had attempted to retain the essence of rugby’s

principles - namely a game in which the kick, the run, and the wore
continuous flow of actlon dominated.

It had, and continues to have, fewer downs than the American game
in which te retain possessicn of the ball thus facilitating both
frequent exchange of the ball between two teams and an emphasis on
ficld location rather than ball control. The running game is

enhanced a wider and longer fleld, while the end zone is more
than t;wiclewthe gize of the American. There 18 & yard batwecn the
two lines of scrimmage, and all backs are allowed to ba in motion.
It is a gawe that rewards the kicking game by giving peints for
missed f£ield goals. Unlike the American, there is no concept of the
fair catch to stop play. The Canadian game encourages sction and
flow in the manner of rughy.

In becoming the dominant football game in Cannda, it had virtually
elinminated traditional Englieh rugby, as well as soccer, from the
country’s mainstream sports by the end of the 19th cantury.

In xugby’s case the traditional game was most sexicusly damagad. It
suzvived only in isclated instances in piaces like Vancouver Island
on the west const and. Cape Broton in the east. To play rugby for
mich of the 20th century was to play Canadian footbell - the terms
being synonymous in most people’s minds.

Soccer, because it was clearly different from either traditional
rugby or Canadian football, suffered no such appropriation. Its
fate howaver was somewhat more cruel, At least rugby was part of n
dynamic process of change and experiment.

Soccer was consigned tc the margins of Canadian sport as the
recrestion of new ilmmigrants.’® The game‘s apectztors, at least
Judging by media coverage, always seemed to be rioting if the match
didn't go their way. Mainetream Canadian society sniffod at wuch
barbaric behaviour - never mind that the Canzdian "nstional® game
of lce hockey had more than enough violence of its own and fan
uprisings were not uncommon.

Throughout Canada, ex-patriate ‘Croctiane, 1Itallians, Bcots,
Jammicans and other new arrivals invested tholy loyalty in the
remembared customs and gams of their previous homeland, Rathax then
finding a way to unify their support of scccer into a new national
enthusiasm which might have challengad Canada’s malnstream gamas
they wera content with separation and in come cases playing a style
of soccer no longer in vogue even in their foxmer country. To this
day when the visiting country plays Canada in Toronto they are
likely to receive the largest cheers.

Given a number of factors including the heritage of English games,
British rule until the Confederation of 1867, the continuing
presence of the garrison at lemst until 1872, the prevalenco of
British custom and the origine of the majority of new settlers
until well into the 20th century, why would Canadicons not simply
have retained, enhanced and played at least ona or the othsr of the
two newly avolved gamas of rugby football snd soccor football?

Parhaps wore to the point why not simply have adopted the egxrly
American interpretation of rugby intc whot we know as the
*gridiron" game. Canadiane for instance had dropped their own form
of baseball by the 1860s, converting completely to the New York
hased game. They had even placed that game's commerclal development



undor Amaricai gontxol.

Roxr should thore hove beon & need to duvalop & paculliar Cznadien
variation of rugby. Conada ulrosdy hod an owerging national gamo in
lacroese and it would coon be suporsedsd by ica hockay which was of
coum: & Canadion wodarnisation on ica of old Buropoan gamaz such
az zhinty.

Pootball had goms to Canada with the British gsrrison at o timc
whon it etill hed mors in common with tho comewhat chuotio Baglish
countryside guwn then glowly cvolving in Englich public ochools,®
énd bafore it had bocoms formalizad into ita two dominant codes of
cogear snd rugby.

It wag o populur 1848 thst 1t wun officlally prohibitad undor
the Loxd’s Doy Act.® Diftocn yecrs later observerc wera ro!arring
viotfully to tho "old Camndlan game®? dosoribing it as a bruts

tug-of-~waer in which toams with unlimitod numbers of playoro kicked
or battad the ball with their hando while the ball carrier suffored
tha blows of honde and f£sot miosing tholr mark {or porhaps not o).
The object lilks gocosr was to put the ball botween a dacigmated
geal but the lack of powicionnl play ofton suw matchos last thres
or four hours without n rooult.®

Informal footbzll of thio kind cven aspresd to tha remote Noxthwout
vhere thes micolonzry John MoDougnll amd hio native dog drivers
challenged tho cmploycss of the Hudson'u Bay y to @ matoh in
1862.? That sama yoar in Ottuwa, the Rough Riders, a toam of
lumboarjacks <ho. rode logw dowm tha Ottawa River, played a tosm
¢alled the Sonutors. A dacada lator six lady footballera advertised
for challengors. Reoearchors of thin period must often pleca
togothor what faw cluoca romain in their attempt to define Just what
typo of footbnll is baing diccussed.W

Tha firpt formel football gowe was playad in Montreal in the wid
18603, botwaon a garricon @ide and o toam from NoGill Univereity.
The im wad rugby~like in form though such definitiona lack clear
detall until tha two football gemos werc codified, fivst by tho
Pootball Asgoointion in 1863, and than tha Rugby Football Uniecn in
1871.

4o do Imow thit the gurrison players wers more inelined ¢o the
rughy gams and this would laavo itc marxk for yoars hende. Hougver
the gurrizen loft lontreal a yoar after tha founding of tha Rughby
Union in Emglond loaving that gome in o pracerious atate in Canada.
Rugby was simply too young & gomo to imposo o zigld standard on
Canadion pluy. Thore wal room to sriment with tha rules and to
koop alive tho old-fashioned tyaditionw.

A kay momont in Morth Awerican cports ooourxed in 1874 with the
vicit of Hceill‘s football squud to Harvard to pley a tvo-gams
geriew. Hurvard playsd s hybrid gams, part-cooder,

(though the Amurican gema generully owed mora to & gcccer ctyle),
whils MeG@lll ran on to tha £ield praparud to play the moro

recognizable rugby style of football.’* Wlhat to do? The squads
opted to play each other’s rules in alternate games and in a
striking example of reverse cultural imperialism the Amaricans were
won over to the Canadian styla of fcotball which of course was
essentially rughy.

The Americane wrote ocff to England for the rulems which on recaipt
completely bamboozled tham. The mpparently arbitrary throw-in, the
unintentional heel-cut of tha ball from the scrum, and the notion
of onside paseing were either not understood or thought too
limiting. Within thirty years Americans had effectively creatod a
new gama in which possession wae based on the need to make certain
yardage with first threo'? and later four downs, a line of
scrimmage was set from which ths ball was snapped back to a rlayer
‘:'lmt n:; cadll the quarterback, and finally the forward pase was
ntroduced.

In Canada on the othar hand changes were slower in coming both
because of a prevailing belisf that rugby should be played
according to the accepted rulesm of the Rugby Union and because of
& grudging respect for an untampered-with English tradition.

The. Ontario Rugby PFootball Union (ORFU) representing town-based
teams was founded in Toronto at Gue Thomas's Bnglish Chop House
over the winter of 1882-83, Around the same, the traditional scrum
was replaced by something resambling tha American "snapback
system”, marking the first significant move away Erom the
traditional game,

Such changes ware reluctantly entered inte and perhaps rationnlized
on the basis that as in all games then under development minor
modifications were raquired not only due to emexging circumstances
in the game’s play but to meet tha commercial heeds of team
sponscrg. As for the latter point, not much has changed sinca then.

As wuch as anything, gradual evolution, far from suggesting
disenchantment with rugby, in fact demonstrated the game’s vibrant
hold on Canadians, In the teneion betwsen an English heritage and
American influence Canadiezns gradually carved out a gradual
definition of a new game which was uniquely their owm.

Thay did so at a time when Gsorge Beerg’ attempt to poaition the
aboriginal game of lacrosse as Canada‘'s national game against the
summer insurgents, English crickst and American bapeball, was
baginning to lose momentum., Nor was ice hockey yet well enough
established to emsrge as the national game.

In fact as hockey bscame the country’s leading winter game in the
last two decades of the 19th century its search for formal
crganization and rules led it to rugby. Original uniforms were
often rugby jerseys and hockey adopted some of that game’'s most
important rules including a prohibition on passes to any player not
in the onwide position either alongside or behind the puck carrier.
Until well into the 19208 this restriction on the forward pass



meant that ice hockey wams characteriged by brilliant solo rughes
from cne end of the rink to another by its star practitioners like
Cyclone Taylor and Howie Morenz.

While Americans experimented freely with their innovations,
Canadians kept the large melon shaped ball which wag best guited to
being carried or lateralled as opposed to belng passed. Three wman
serimmagers locked arme to srart play but the xigld formaticns
emerging in the United States were unknown in Canada.

It was a tour by an Irish rugby team in 1899 that caused Canadiang
to break from the past. Watching the brilliant Irish players, the
Canadiane realized they would never catch up and the stark choice
was between tha American brand of foothall or a decidedly second
class British imitation. The ORFU reacting to the 1loss of
spectators to the university game in Canada and lamenting the
futility of trying to master the intricacies of traditional rugby
opted for the recommendations of a former captain at the University
of Toronto, Thrift Burnside. The snapback was refined, three downs
in which to gain five yards were introduced, and field lineups
reduced from 15 to 12 players.

Purther lnnovations were introduced, moat notably by an American,
Frank “Shag® Shaughnessy, a former Notze Dame foothall player and
coach of Clemson'e football team. He came to Canada in 1911 during
the fight over Free Trade with the Americans which saw its Canadian
Proponents, the Liberal Party, thrown out of office, It was hardly
a propitious time for an outsider from the United States with ideas
for changing a local institution. S8haughnesay, howsver, undergtocd
their game botter than most Canadians. As coach of the MoGill
Univexsity team, he developed the kicking game as part of the
attack using the quick kick to improve field position. He also set
all of his backfielders in motion bafore the ball was put in play.
Thie tactic was forbldden in the Amorican game.

The glory daye of Canadian football followed the firet world waz,
There wae a thirty year golden aga for the Canadian interpretation
of football in which it flourished as a curious hybrid combining
English rugby, American innovatione, and a kind of a weather-
induced, pre-1870, Canadian micking. Bcores remained low but fan
enthueiasm and the game's pepularity spread.

Canadian football had a place to itself on the #il) sporting
calendar. University graduatea began introducing the gama to their
high achool students. By the 19408 Football was an integral part of
Canadian culture and cheering on one's scheol had bacome an
indelible memory of growing up.*

The uniquenese and peculiar Canadian image of the game, developed
in this era, creatcd a kind of national identity for the spoxt
which was retained long after the game’s profaseional organizers
had abandoned both the spirit of its play and the Canadian identity
of players and coaches. Canadian foothall officials would lataer
draw on that repository of memory to convince the federal

government to forbid an American-based league from playing in
Canada in the 1970s8%,

Th me, of the above noted golden age, was characterized by what
Tetal %:ev'e called "ground ul:fng gallop"“ along with the libsral

.use of laterals and options such as the quick kick. The Cancdian

game with a ball larger than the American retained othar rugby
features like the drop kick. By 1931 the premier Canadisn
professional league had adopted the most eignificant American
imnovation, the forward pass, but for at least the next twenty
years the game had a difforent feel and ctrategy than that of the
Amexrican,

All this was to gradually change.

Continually responding to the perception thet the American game was
more exciting than the Canadian the subtle balance within the
Canadian gams was abandoned.'’

First waes the ball iteelf. "Since the advent of the forwaxrd pags, "
Johnny Bdwarde wrote in 1947, 7, .. drop-kicking seems to have
become almost a lost art where our Players are concerned...the ball
itaelf was changed to make forward passing easler and kicking -
especially drop-kicking - became more difficult. ..,.a new ball now
is really esharp on the ends, and of course you don’t get the same
true bounce for a drop-kick that the old rounder ball gave, "

The Toronte Argonauts football team, formed by a rowing club in the
previocus century as part of an off-season fitness regimen, were the
last real exponents of end-running particularly on plays in which
the ball was put in bounds near the hash marks allowing wide-cpen
laterzl passing of the ball.*” They aleo featured an mil Canadian
lineup and n Canadian coach Ted Morris. They dominated the Greay Cup
compatition in the late 1940s.

This Argonauts team also marked the end of an era as Canadian teams
stepped up their recruiting of aAmerican college playerg, These
deaignated impoxrts had first made their impact in the 19308 most
notably in Winnipeg where Fritz Hanson from North Dakota led the
Canadian city to the west's first Grey Cup victory.

Next came American coaches who based thoir strategy on conditions
sppropriate to the American game.

The reaction of traditionalists to these changes was often emall-
minded zrather than critical of their impact on the style of lay.
When the Montreal Alousttes indicated their intention to s an a
black American in 1946, Toronto and Ottawa played the race card and
threatensd a boycott. The Alousttes called their bluff and the
Canadian Football League wag f£inally intagrated.

As late as 1550 a booklot entitled simply "Rugby"?, and intended
to ba a guide to Canadian foothall, suggested by way of strategy
that o team possssaing the ball inside its own ten yard line ghould



kick on firat down desplte having two guaranteed possessicns to
move the ball before & punt was strateglcally necessary. This
conformed to the rugby practice of geatting the ball as far out of
cne’'s end of the flold as quickly as possible, but such notions
would have made no ssnse to imported American coaches like Pechead
Walker, Arriving in Montreal in the fifties he was baffled by the
Canadian gome of 12 aside rather than the Amexrican with 11. He sent
his extra man out to the flank and told him to run aimlessly
downfield whila he built his strategy around the other 11 players.

8lowly the logle of the Canadian game with its emphasis on a
running game {(larger field, backs in wotion ete.), a kicking game
{ball location rather than possession), and continual flow was
thwarted both by Canadiane who failed to appreclate their own game
and Americans who understood only theix own.

The forward pass 1e now the dominant offensive tool in the Canadian
game becauaw of the perception that with fewer downs one must
alwayy pass. Yat an incompleta throw on firat down virtually
guarantees & pase on second, thus eliminating any element of
surprise. Hash marks are now closer to the centre of the field
discouraging the once prominent end-run play.® And the ball
continues te shrink in silze to conform to the American.

The Canadian gcme has retained its unigque rule structure but by
abandoning the spirit and playing style of ite golden age, it haa
over the past fifty years lost a significant reason to waintain ite
difference from the Americun gama. Ironically this abandonment at
first msaw the league achieve unparalleled commercial succeas by the
1960 and 70s. As wuch as anything this was due to the post-war
boom in sports and the tremendous surge in football interest south
of the horder.

By the eighties, rot had set in within Canadian foothall.
Franchises wore abandoned at tha professicnal level, many
universities and colleges rethought thsir commitment to the game,
and football declined at the high school level, when rising costs
could not be wmatched by cultural arguments for ite survival.

The Canadian Pecotball League disastrously expanded to the United
States in the 19908 and then ratrenched back into Canada. By the
end of the century its future though temporarily improved is mtill
tenuous.

Nothing better demonstrated the game’s ambivaleace about its own
unigueness then a debate in February 2000. The wanaging director of
the Argonauts, J.I. Albrecht recommended eliminating the singls
point awarded on a miessed field goal if the receiving pleyer could
not ascape the end zone.

"I‘'d like to see the part where you are rewarded for an erxor
fixed," he maid.” In so doing he failed to appreciate that guch
a rule maintains the old rugby emphasis on the run and kick by
keeping the ball alive after a missed field goal. This leaves the

L

L

receiving player with the option of trying to run thc ball ocut of
the end zona or simply kicking it back.

Calgary coach tally Buono sald, "This game has been played for over
100 yeare. What makes our game different from ths American game ip
our kicking game.®?

Hamilton general manager Ron Lancastar however noted, "This dabate
has been going on for 100 yoars. But I keep hoaring we need to take
some moves in another direction and change some things."?

In the end the rule was retained but time is not on the side of the
Canadian game. Ironically this is occurring at a time when many
cbeorvers actually belisve the Canadian goma is more exciting than
the American.®

why ara Canadians abandoning their distinctive game? It can be at
least partially attributed to a decline in the second half of the
century of the strong nationalist urge evidont at the beglaning of
tha 20th century. By the 19808 support for Free Trade with the
Americens got the Conservativa Party ra-alected. .
The urge to create something unigue had ariasen in the friction
batween & British horitage and American influunce., With the
dominance of the United States after the second world war that
atruggle haa becoms one of acquicecencs, particularly since French
Canadiane, who once carried the national torch with the woat
fexvour, have largely abandoned the pan-Canadian drama for that in
the province of Quebec.

In the procagss howaver the old games of rugby and soccer are clowly
finding a renewed place in Canada’s mainstream sports culture. Tha
country’s national rugby team is usually able to make the final 16
of that sport’s World Cup, while the soccex team’s racent Gold Cup
triumph sparked unusual excitement among both the general public
and even soccar fans, usually divided among themselves in thalr

old-countxy soccer alleglance.

The traditional game of rughy could only achiavae any degres of
national following ocnce it had bscoms obvious that Canodian
fogtball no longer was truly rugby in form or spirit. If anything
the traditional game’s post-war renaissance allowed it to enter the
sporting mainetream before soccer. And despite continuing and
significant ties with Britain (ie. ths number of Canadian rugby and
soccer players trained or playing in the United Kingdom), both
ames are nov largely cxeatures of Canadian leadership and a wider
nternational influencs. In the long run this will give sach a more
extensive foundation both for developing new skille und finding
places for.national team members to play.

At the cultural level, as well, both have attained a glaoc in the
daily lives cof millions of Canadians. Few children will ever play
gridiron football but at least scme of them have played rugby and
almost all boys and girle have played soccer in achool or in a



neighbourhood house leaguo.

If the unigque Canadien oxpariment to c¢reate o national football
gama like American football and Aussie Rules football does reach a
rather sad conolusion, wo might expect that the two orphan games of
soccer and rugby will finully attain the unchallenged mainstream
acceptance and the sporting prominence hinted at and hoped for by
the first British pionecra of these games in Canada almost 150

yaars ago,
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Wiiliom Humber is the author of nine booke including Diamondc of
tho MNoxth: A Conclss History of Bassball in Cancda (Oxford
University Press, 1995), Freevhesling: The Story of Bicyoling in
Canadr. (Boston Mills Press, 1986) . His next book A Sporting Chance:
The History of the Bleck Athlcte in Canada is schaduled for releass
this year by Umbrella Press. His writing on sportc history appears
in the Oxford Companion to Canadian Literature (1997), Historical
Atles of Canada Vol. III (1990), and tha Canadian Encyclopedis
(1988, 2000}). He teaches u Cenadian Sports History subject st
Bcneca Collegs, and appears regularly on Canadian media to discuss
s#ports history. Recently he was part of the series 100 Years of
Cenndian Sport on Canada’s naticnal sports televislon station TBN.
He prasanted a papsr Babo Ruth Comes to Canada at the Babe Ruth
Conference at New York’s Hofatra University in 1995,

As a small note of intereat in the history of Liverpool, Humbax
attended the Toronto concert in September 1969 at which John Lennon
first performed with the Plastic Ono Band - an event ths surviving
members of the Beatles c¢laim procipitated the breakup of the Fab
Four. What this hams to do with sports history is unclosr.
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:gg:;a:::rgongo::b :f tlgm w:y when I was coming.® from Lorms Plexca,
©. C Bexrvices A Lif
Oxford University Press), p. 50, ¢ of Jancs L. Hughes, (Torento:

11. . 19, @Gordon Curria, 100 Yooxrs of Canadian Dootball,
{(Winnipey, 1968: Groywood Publishing)

13, In ite early utagos of rulss cxperimentutien it iz glear that
Amaricans retuined tho apirit of rugby. iany of the esrliest rulec
aotually form tho substance of the medern Canadian geme including.
the 110-yard £iold and thres downo.

In Maft, Cohan and Rorxch’s history of American prxofessionul
football, they indiocato that in 1893, ¥...That touchdown countad
only four points. Football emphasized kicking. A field goal counted
five points. A goal after touchdown wao worth two but had to bo
ki from the five-yard line, gtraight out from wherc tho
touchdown was acoxred; .. .Fortunately, tha nourly-round football leat
itself to dropkicking. Other movement on the 110-ynrd field was
slow going. Forward proces werc illegnl and & toam had only threo
downe to gain five yarde for a firat down...An appalling nuxbor of
foothall doathe serious injurice, roguhﬂ{a:epottcd in the
nation’s nawspaporo, ht moves to outlaw t sport in 1906,
Rulepakers defucod the oriticism by legalizing the forwayd paaa,
providing a neutral sone along tha sorimmage line, raguirxing 10
yards in threo downs for a first dowm.*

By 1912 thoy note, "The game had changed. Pacaing had been legal
for six yenrs, though rarely used exccpt in situstiono of despailr.
Touchdowno now counted for aix pointo, field goals for thres, Tha
fisld had phrunk olightly to 100 yardo, and the offense now had
four downs in which to gain 10 yards.* from Neft, Cohen and Horch
The Football Enoyclopadic (New York, 1994:; 8t, Martin’s Prowe), p.
17-16&.

Having opted for four downs, Amaricans had orested & game in which
ball contxol for long poriods of tims wao powpible. Cancdipny would
continuc ths yugby tradition of frequent oxchangs of tho ball
batwoen rivol teama limiting the number of downo allowed to
retain possassion of the ball.

13. p. 29, Gordon Currlo 100 Ycaro of Canadiun FPeotball

14. An ecrly as 195¢ Toronto cohool officinlo vers dunying that
interest im Canadlan football at tha high school lavel was in
declinc, "The tiont may have gosn bettar doys,® the Glchsa and
Mail zeported (29 Saptewber 1954}, *but there io roally no causa
for alurm,...®. According to the leagus’o convenor, "Our figuras
ghow that upward of 1,550 studente turned out for senior, juniocr or
bantam football teamo this weacon. That's gbout one male ctudent
out of evory cix enrolcd in eicy sohoolo and it indieatos the boys
haven’t lost interact in football.®

15. "The footbzll oricis of 1974 daeveloped €from plano of tha
[Amaricun-baucd] World Pcotball Leaguc to put a Efranchige into
Toronto. The fadoral government wornod the WFL to stay out of
Canada and thun introduced a bill in perliament which if cnacted,
wvould have wmudo such an entry illegal. The bill as law would cluo



have raequired the CFL [Canadian Football Leagues] teams to use
gradually moxe and more Canadianas and fewer Americans.® p.42, Wise
and Figher, Conada’s Sporting Herocas, (Don Mille, 1974: General
Publishing)

16. p. 95, Ted Reeve, Grandctand Quarterback; Cunadian Footbrlil and
How to Watoh It

17. It was just such excitement evident in the game of basebsll
with its frequent exchangs between offence and defence that allowed
that game to overwhelm any Canadian pre-disposition to support the
Bnglish game of cricket. Cricket was an 18th century game created
within a largely pre-industrial eociety, in which days as opposed
to hours could be mset aside for play. It survived in England
bacause of the game’s strong cultural historic roots. In Norxth
America its head start over baseball had to contend with that 19th
century game’s design advantages (shorter time pericd teo play,
greater opportunities for players to get into the game on both
offence and defence, less demand for the highly developed bat and
ball askills of cricket).

The apparent greater thrills of the American game of football
contrastad with a Canadian national pre-disposition to support
their own game. The Canadian spirit for compromlae has seen the
general retenticn of Canadian rules but within a game that now
reflects an American philomsophy of play characteriszed by passing
the bell and & strategy better suited to a four-down/emaller-field
sport.

18. p. 46, Johnny Edwarde, Canadian Football {Toronto, 1947: Copp,
Clark) . Tha survival of the drop-kick, despite its absence from
actual use during a gome, has &a remarkable kinship to the
biloclogical retenticon of useless organs. Prior to a National
Football Leagus game in 1999, two ex-Canadian PFootball league
playera, Doug Flutle of the Buffalc Billa and Mike Vanderijagt of
the Indisnapolis Colts, reminisced about their days in Canada by
practising drop kicks - a skill they had been introduced to during
their Canadian football days.

19, p. 72, Johnny Bdwards Canndian Football {Toronto, 1947: Copp,
Clark)

20, )Rughy for Radle Listenors, (London Life Assurance Company,
1851

21. 26 January 1973, Glcbe and Mail, "The most far-reaching change
was in the position of the hash marke, which will be four yards
closer to the centre of the field. The hash marks will now be
painted 24 yards from the sidelines, inetead of 20." The rules
compittee alacted not to delate the tandem buck from the rules book,
an old rugby-type raference in which the ball-carxier is apsisted
froem behind with direct contact. Even though the move was illegal
in the Canadian game, its continuing mention suggests at least a
lingering sentimental attachment to an older game.

22. Matlonal Post, 15 Pebruary 2000
23. ibid
24, ibig

25. According to Kim Allen of Communique, the company hired to
romote the game in the Canadian market, "CFL viewers nl:':capl: that
t'a not the NPFL {(National Foothall League). It'a faster, more

action-packed, incredibly unpredictable. Tf you go to the washroom

during an NFL gama, nothing way have changed when you get back.

g;ti:ltl;:oin, the score may have Zlippad.” p. Mil, Toronto 8tar, 15
: 3



