
F o r H a rry  S o n sh in e , th e  d re a m  o f a ll fo o tb a ll fan s  c a m e  tru e . 

H e w a lk e d  dow n fro m  th e  s ta n d s , f ire d  th e  q u a r te rb a c k ,

g o t r id  o f th e  coach  and beg an  ru n n in g  th e  te a m  h im s e lf . T h e  c r ie s

o f o u tra g e  have c o v e re d  th e  c o n tin e n t

The Fan 
who took over 

The Argos

B Y  T R E N T  F R A Y N E

In the stands he left to direct Argos, Sonshine poses

At Q ueen ’s Sonshine twice won the 
most-valuable-player college award.

N T IM E S  of ad v ersity , every  good football 
fan dream s th e  sam e glorious and  im possible 

H dream . As he huddles in his th ree-do llar seat 
■ w atch ing  d ear old R u tg ers  or the  M igh ty

M isfits fum ble aw ay th e ir  six th  s tra ig h t gam e, his 
eyes grow dim  and  a vision sw im s before them  in 
w hich th e  following blessed happenings occur:

*  H e personally  tak es over th e  sole and  uncon­
te s ted  direction  of th e  team .

☆  H e personally  gets rid  of th e  coach and  hires a 
-new one.

☆  H e personally  fires th e  q u a rte rb a ck  and  
engages a successor.

☆  H e personally  d ischarges th e  te a m ’s p layers in 
wholesale lo ts and  em ploys new ones by th e  carload.

T o only one football fan in all of h isto ry  has th is  
un iversal dream  com e true . H e’s H arry  Sonshine 
who for th ir ty  years, m an and  boy, has bled for th e  
T o ro n to  A rgonauts.

F o r th ree  years in the  la te  1930s he played 
w ith th e  team  and  tw ice shared 
th e ir  glory in w inning the  G rey C up 
as n a tio n a l cham pions. T hrough  the  
1940s he sa t in th e  s tan d s and cheered 
hoarsely  as th ey  added th ree  m ore 
G rey  C ups. H e clasped the  hand  of a 
coach nam ed F ran k  C lair in 1950 
and  aga in  in 1952 as tw o m ore G rey 
C ups were w on—an d  then  he grew 
glum . T h e  A rgonau ts finished 1953 
a m iserable fo u rth  in th e  Big F our 
league. H e grew  g lum m er as they  
foundered  again  in ’54.

A nd th en  all of a sudden  he was 
hauled o u t of th e  stan d s, handed  
app rox im ate ly  one hundred  thousand  
dollars and  to ld  to  go build th e  Argos 
a w inning team . H e assem bled a 
n u m b er of ou tsize a th le te s  from  th e

Coach Clair of Argos quit 
after year with Sonshine.

N atio n al P rofessional F oo tball League in th e  
U nited  S ta te s  and  re tu rn ed , as sp en t as his bank 
roll, to  tak e  his bows.

W hat he took instead  were lum ps. H eadlines, 
law suits and  strong  language were his rew ards. 
W h a t Sonshine had  done was sim ple enough—he 
had hired som e A m erican p layers for th e  1955 
Argos who were b e tte r , he believed, th a n  those 
w ho’d been hired the  y ea r before. B u t it was the 
w ay he opera ted  th a t  a liena ted  alm ost everybody , 
including the  coach F ran k  C lair who was so h am ­
stru n g  by various clauses placed in his 1955 co n tra c t 
by Sonshine th a t  he resigned his $12,500-a-year job  
for five thousand  less a t  th e  U niversity  of C incin ­
n a ti and  w hat he term ed “ b e tte r  se cu rity .” Scores 
of o th e r people took m ore voluble, if less costly , 
exception to  the  Sonshine m anner.

“ A te rrib le  black eye to  C anad ian  foo tba ll,” .said 
Leo D an d u ran d , presiden t of the  M on trea l A louet- 
tes. “ I do no t hes ita te  to  ind ic t M r. S onsh ine.”

“ H e ’s try in g  to  price th e  rest of us 
rig h t o u t of business,” said Ja k e  
G audau r, p residen t of th e  H am iltoh  
T iger-C ats.

“ C allous and  u n d ip lo m atic ,” w rote 
Baz O ’M eara , sp o rts  ed ito r of th e  
M o n trea l S tar.

“ D isastro u s,” said George P reston  
M arshall, ow ner of th e  W ash ing ton  
R edskins.

“ H e ’s pushed A rgonau t press re la ­
tions, w hich have often  been s tra in ed , 
to  a new low ,” said Jim  V ipond, 
sp o rts  ed ito r of th e  T o ro n to  Globe 
and  M ail.

E v e n  s ta u n c h  A r g o n a u t  fa n s  
show ered le tte rs  of p ro tes t in to  T o ­
ro n to  new spapers, and  th e  papers 
them selves Continued on page 38
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PHOTO BY KEN BEIL

\h w i fe  A i le n e  and  ( reading f rom left  to r ight)  veteran guard  Fred Black; new fu l lba ck  Don Guest; t ra in e r  G eo rg e  S tockwe ll ;  im port  tack le  G il Mains.
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The Fan Who Took 
Over The Argos

C O N T IN U E D  FROM  PAGE 12

were so num bed by S onshine’s m a­
noeuvres th a t  as la te  as April they 
were sh un ting  hockey’s S tan ley  C up 
play-offs o u t o f favored positions in 
the ir colum ns to m ake way for his 
la te s t announcem ents. S onsh ine’s ac ­
tiv ities go t T o ron to  football reporters 
quarreling , often  b itte rly , am ong th em ­
selves and w ith him  over news releases, 
and  p rec ip ita ted  a series of broken con­
fidences which Sonshine claim ed were 
responsible for a law suit filed in April 
by the D e tro it Lions. H is operations 
b rough t the  th re a t from  T im o thy  
M ara, ow ner of th e  New York G ian ts, 
th a t “ w e’ll run  those C anad ians o u t of 
business.”

Sonshine has s tirred  up criticism  on 
th ree  m ain counts:

F irs t of all, he casually  announced 
to the  new spapers one afternoon  last 
D ecem ber th a t  none of the  th irteen  
A m ericans w ho’d p layed for the  A rgo­
n au ts  in 1954 would be hired in 1955. 
I t  was th e  first the  affected p layers had 
heard  of it, and  th e  announcem ent 
b rough t censure from  press and public 
on th e  grounds of heartlessness and 
callousness, and  a lack of sp o rtsm an ­
ship and dip lom acy. I t  also b rough t 
the charge from  M o n trea l’s Leo D an- 
du ran d  th a t  “ all th e  public ity  C anada 
has received th rough  N ationa l B road­
casting  C om pany  televising of our 
gam es, and  th e  goodwill and im pres­
sions of in teg rity  we have created  over 
th e  years, have  been dem olished in one 
fell sw oop.” D an d u ran d  said he be­
lieved the  action  would cost the  Big 
F ou r league fu tu re  television con trac ts , 
a m a tte r  of a q u a rte r  of a million dollars 
in 1954 when N B C  carried  Big F our 
gam es on hundreds of U. S. TV  s ta ­
tions. A ctually , N B C  w as already 
angling to  carry  U. S. college gam es in 
1955, b u t as la te  as las t M ay Big Four 
team s were still negotia ting  w ith o ther 
U. S. netw orks to televise C anad ian  
gam es th is fall.

T h e  second p o in t th a t  m ade Son­
sh ine’s critics boil over was th a t  while 
shopping for new m ateria l in th e  U. S. 
he nego tia ted  w ith p layers a lready 
signed to  1954 co n trac ts  by team s in the 
N atio n a l F oo tball League, a  sixteen- 
team  pow erhouse s tre tch ing  from  New 
Y ork to  Los Angeles. All such con­
tra c ts  con tain  a clause giving th e  N F L  
team  an  option  on th e  p lay e r’s services 
for th e  following season. C o n trac ts  in 
th e  Big F ou r and  in th e  W estern  C on­
ference con ta in  a sim ilar op tion  clause 
which each league scrupulously  respects 
w ith in  its  own boundaries. B u t S on­
shine and  several o th e r C anad ian  foo t­
ball executives feel th is  clause is no t 
legal—or a t  least they  ap p ea r to  feel it 
is n o t legal ou tside th e ir own leagues. 
I t  has been tested  in th e  courts three 
tim es over the  p a s t five years when 
C anad ian  team s have hired p layers who 
were under op tion  to N F L  team s. In 
each case th e  co u rt ruled th a t  the  
op tion  clause was n o t binding. And so 
so-called raid ing  betw een leagues has 
continued . T o stop  the  p ractice , which 
has co n stan tly  th rea ten ed  a costly 
p layer w ar, several C anad ian  team s 
sen t rep resen ta tives  to B ert Bell, com ­
m issioner of the  N F L , in an  effort to 
work o u t a lasting  peace betw een the 
tw o countries, and  ju s t such rapport 
seem ed in th e  m aking when Sonshine 
skim m ed across th e  border and cam e 
back loaded. T h a t’s w hen N F L  ow ners 
scream ed defiance and  th ey  were 
quickly  jo ined by C anad ians who 
w anted  peace and  saw  Sonshine as a 
w arm onger.

T h e  th ird  ra lly ing  p o in t for the  we-

hate-Sonshine forces w as th e  fac t th a t 
Sonshine paid salaries ranging from 
ten  thousand  to seventeen thousand  
five hundred  dollars a year when he 
landed the  N F L  s ta rs  he w anted. Such 
prices were deem ed too rich for the  
budgets of O ttaw a and  H am ilton , bo th  
of whom  claim ed to have lost m oney in 
the ir 1954 operations. “ T o up salaries 
is su icidal,” said Jak e  G au d au r of 
H a m ilton. “ Y et if we do n ’t  keep pace 
on the  field our fans will desert us and  
th a t ’ll be suicidal. I do no t hesita te  to 
condem n every th ing  Sonshine has 
d one .”

T hrough  all th is  sto rm  of criticism  
Sonshine has been backed by the  un ­
w avering loyalty  of the  A rgonau t 
executive in general and of the  tall 
vigorous club p residen t w ith b ru sh -cu t 
grey hair, Bill Ross, in particu lar. I t  
was R oss who b rough t Sonshine o u t of 
the  s tan d s and gave reality  to every  
fan ’s dream . T he sto ry  traces back 
to a w arm  late  afternoon  last A ugust 
when the  a ir a t  T o ro n to ’s V arsity  
S tad ium  was heavy w ith hum id ity  and 
derision from  the stands. T he A rgo­
nau ts , once proud and  pow erful, had 
finished last in the  Big F ou r in 1953 
and now they  were being m ade to  look 
am ateu rish  by the  E dm on ton  E skim os 
in a preseason exhibition  gam e to 
launch the  ’54 season.

S onsh in e  Joins th e  Team

T hree  days la te r in W innipeg, w here 
the A rgonau ts had gone for an o th e r 
preseason exhibition , th ree  som bre 
Argo executives fre tted  in a su ite  in the  
R oyal A lexandra H otel. A m eeting 
had been called by Ross. On hand were 
club executives T ed P unchard  and Joe 
W righ t and a sw arthy , jow ly, heavy-set 
friend of long s tand ing  nam ed H arry  
Sonshine, whose personal w ealth  p e r­
m itted  him  to accom pany the  Argo­
n au ts  on m ost of th e ir  trips.

“ We can ’t tak e  m uch more of th is ,” 
R oss began. “ We can ’t  have our own 
fans down on us like this. W e’re off 
forty  thousand  dollars in season-ticket 
sales and we won no friends against 
E d m o n to n .” H e tu rn ed  to  Sonshine. 
“ You got any  notions, H a rry ?”

“ I ’m sick to d ea th  of seeing us get 
kicked a ro u n d ,” said Sonshine b lun tly . 
“ T h e  trouble , I ’m convinced, is our 
m ateria l—th e  im ports ju s t d o n ’t m eas­
ure up. W ould you fellows, for exam ple, 
trad e  our A m ericans for M o n trea l’s?”

T h e  th ree  of them  re lu c tan tly  agreed 
th a t  th e y ’d no t hesita te  to m ake the  
sw ap.

“ W ell,” said Sonshine, “ i t ’s n o t too 
late. If F ran k  agrees, I ’ll try  to he lp .”

C oach F rank  C lair was consulted  and 
he agreed to assign Sonshine the  task  of 
finding new players.

“ W e’ll spend a hundred  thousand  
dollars if we have to ,” R oss told S on­
shine. “ I ’ve had enough of th is kicking 
a ro u n d .”

Sonshine quickly lined up four 
players. F ran k  C lair was re lu c tan t to 
accep t them . Sonshine sen t up F rank  
Polsfoot, an  end form erly w ith the 
W ashing ton  R edskins. B u t a fte r  th ree  
days of w orkouts Polsfoot had no t been 
looked a t  by C lair. W hen Sonshine 
asked why, C lair replied th a t  it would 
take  six weeks for a p layer to  learn the 
Argo system  and he was too busy 
ge tting  the  team  ready for the  Big F our 
opener to spend tim e on newcomers. 
Polsfoot left in d isgust, jo ined the  
Chicago C ard inals and scored two 
touchdow ns a week la te r in his first 
gam e.

“ I t  d id n ’t tak e  him six weeks to learn 
C ard inal p lays,” Sonshine says sharp ly .

In  R ochester, w here the  P h iladelph ia  
E agles were playing an exhibition 
gam e, Sonshine lined up Ken Snyder, 
an  all-league tackle. “ H e m et me in 
fron t of th e  hotel, his bags packed and
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ready to leave with me,” Sonshine re­
lates. ‘‘He told me Adrian Burk, the 
quarterback, and John Palmer, a 
tackle, would like to go to Canada too, 
and asked if he could bring them. I 
told him we’d have to consult our 
coach.”

Again, according to Sonshine, Clair 
was reluctant to take new material. It 
would take the players six weeks to 
learn the system, he told Sonshine.

“We could have had Burk for twelve 
thousand dollars,” Sonshine says. “To­
day, after the great year he had last 
season with the Eagles, he’d be at least 
twenty thousand.”

At this point, Sonshine says, he with­
drew from the whole thing. “ It was 
obvious to me,” he declares, “ that 
Frank was really not interested in 
getting new players.”

But almost from the start of the Big 
Four season things went badly for the 
Argonauts. Clair and his assistant 
coach. Chuck Klein, began arguing 
openly in front of the Argonaut bench 
during games. Clair went to Sonshine 
and told him of reports he’d heard that 
Klein was after his job. The reports 
were common gossip among Toronto 
football reporters.

“He felt Klein was undermining him 
and asked for advice,” Sonshine says. 
“1 told him to send Klein to the press 
box as a spotter, so that they wouldn’t 
be arguing on the field. Because of this 
trouble 1 got back into the Argo 
picture. The executive appointed me 
team director, and I took off on scouting 
trips.’’

Club president Bill Ross says the 
executive dispatched Sonshine with full 
authority because, as a life member of 
the Argonaut Rowing club which owns 
the football team, “he had always been 
around us and we knew him as a very 
shrewd judge of people, honest, and a 
successful businessman.”

Unpaid by the Argonauts (he still is) 
and spending close to fifteen thousand 
dollars of his own money, Sonshine 
went to the United States every week 
end to scout players in the NFL. By 
the end of the Big Four season last 
November he had a hatful of names and 
notions and took them to the Argo 
executive.

“We agreed tha t because of crowd 
reaction either Clair or Nobby Wir- 
kowski, our quarterback, had to go,” 
he recalls. “The fans had given them a 
rough time but it was my feeling that 
Clair was a good coach who had been 
saddled with too much work. We 
agreed to offer him the same salary for 
1955 as he’d got in ’54, but with re­
duced authority. As team director 1 
was to handle negotiations with the 
players and Frank’s job was to coach 
the material 1 provided him with. If 
the players were no good it was my 
responsibility, not his. One other 
stipulation was that Wirkowski was 
not to be retained as quarterback; it 
was nothing personal, we were simply 
convinced that our fans were down on 
him.”

Clair, according to Sonshine, agreed 
to these terms. The following Sunday, 
as they scouted a game in Chicago,

Clair spoke glowingly of Wirkowski in 
comparing him to the quarterbacks on 
the field. The next week, in Detroit, 
the same thing happened.

“Look, Frank,” Sonshine recalls 
saying to the coach, “Wirkowski is 
out. Our fans figure he’s colorless and 
they’re down on him. There’s no point 
in us arguing about him. The real 
point is that you agreed to come along 
on the basis tha t Wirkowski wouldn’t 
be back.”

Sonshine called a meeting between 
Clair and Ross and himself at six 
o’clock on a Mo*hday night in Clair’s 
office in Toronto’s Varsity Stadium. 
“ I ’d heard Frank had been publicly 
criticizing our attitude on Wirkowski 
and I wanted to set the thing straight. 
I phoned him Sunday to remind him of 
the meeting. On Monday night Bill Ross 
and I waited until 7.30 at the stadium 
and he didn’t show up. I phoned him 
and he said the meeting must have 
slipped his mind.”

Thus, when they did meet, Sonshine 
was disturbed, and this was the back­
drop to his startling announcement that 
none of the 1954 imports would be 
retained. “You’ve criticized us pub­
licly and I won’t go along with tha t,” 
he says he told Clair. “You’re our 
coach if you want the job, but you’ve 
got to adhere to club policy. We can't 
argue about Wirkowski all season. 
You’ve agreed he’s to go but you ap­
parently don’t want to comply with the 
contract.”

A clause was inserted to the effect 
that Clair could be released on one 
week’s notice.

“We had to find out if Frank in­
tended to go along with our idea to get. 
new players, or if he even wanted to 
sign his contract,” says Sonshine. 
“There could be no repetition of the 
Wirkowski business, or of the players 
I ’d tried to get him in September.”

A Curious Coincidence

On December 11, Sonshine leaped 
overnight into prominence under head­
lines that shouted of the thirteen 
firings. Sonshine did not name the 
replacements but he declared that he’d 
signed “or gave my bond” to seven 
NFL players. Two weeks later the Big 
Four showed what it thought of fans 
who step out of the stands and go 
shopping. The delegates agreed at the 
league’s annual meeting in Montreal 
that no player currently under contract 
or option to an NFL club would be 
eligible to play in the Big Four in 1955. 
Ostensibly, this move was to restore 
peace with the NFL but by a curious 
coincidence no team except the Argos 
had signed an NFL player currently 
under NFL option, and all teams except 
the Argos had signed them at one time 
or another over the previous five years.

But Sonshine and the Argonauts 
stood firm, declaring that they were 
bound to pay their seven players and 
were determined to retain them even if 
it meant ploying a whole season of 
exhibition gai >es. The Big Four, which 
then would have been reduced to a sort 
of Medium Three, modified its decision

Caught with her top down

Why is it that after five sunny days it 
always rains when you get your car washed? 
Anyway, be thankful for your stodgy old 
sedan. Consider the sad state of this modern 
miss in her sports convertible whom artist 
Rex Woods (from his dry streetcar) spotted 
a t the psychological moment on a down­
town Toronto street one morning last spring.
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AomtkiMq. 
about a 
goool dyan,..".

No matter how trying 
the day or the discussion, 
there’s something about a 
House of Lords cigar that makes 
things go easier and better. 
They’re fine cigars . . . 
mellow, fragrant and 
always ‘just right'.

GOLD STRIPE C O RO NA DE LUXE • PETIT CORONAS LILIES • QUEENS • PANETELAS

Did you ever catch a dragon-fly?
Probably you haven’t . . . for the 
"darning needle” is among the most 
alert insects known. Its large eyes 
enable it to see in almost all direc­
tions and it is prepared to move at 
once in any way to avoid capture. 
You haven’t the dragonfly’s natural 
advantage but you need not be 
caught unprepared . . . because of a 
new  concep t iti l i fe  in su ra n ce  — 
Crown Life’s Special Premium 
Endowment.
This new plan gives your family 
protection if they need it . . .
OR gives you all your money back at 
65, if they don’t.
PLUS  a profit on your investment.

Look at this example—If you are a
young man 30 years of age.

Annual Deposit..........................  $ 109.05
Im m ediate Family Protection of 

$5,000
I f  you live to 65 (return of a ll

prem ium s)...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3,816.75
Plus accumulated dividends*......  1,505.00
Total return of premiums and

dividends..............................  5,321.75
OR A lifetim e monthly income of. 36.56  
OR Cash at 65 (including accumu­

lated dividends).............  1,795.00
Plus $5,000 at 85 (or at death if sooner)

Find out how you can be safe with 
S.P.E. Write to-day.

|  To: CROWN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY,
— . ..r ...... - .............. .— si Toronto. Ontario.
"  : j  I

.......r ]  Please send me. without obligation, lu ll details |
regarding Crown Life's Special Premium ■ 
Endowment.

N am e............................................................Age........... «

Address...................................................................... .. |

C ity /Tow n......................................Province............... I

(Please print a ll information ) 130 6  j
*Dividends based on current scale, not g u a ra n te e d ________________________________-J

C row n  L ife
Insurance Company Toronto
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T O  B E

MONTREAL: The Laurentien, Dominion Square, Montreal 2, P. Q. 
WINNIPEG: Room 405, Royal Bank Building, Winnipeg 2, Man. 

TORONTO: 38 Melinda Street, Toronto 1, Ontario 
VANCOUVER: 591 Burrard St., Vancouver 1, B. C.

Y o u ’re  
a t -h o m e -a t -  
s e a  on your 
H o lla n d -A m e ric a  
Line c ro ss in g  to  
Ire la n d , England, 
France or 
H olland

Regular sailings from New York to SOUTHAMPTON-LE HAVRE 
-ROTTERDAM by NIEUW AMSTERDAM, MAASDAM and 

RYNDAM. Or sail direct to ROTTERDAM by deluxe one-class 
motor-twins WESTERDAM and NOORDAM. Monthly service by 

MAASDAM or RYNDAM to COBH, IRELAND.

SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

SPECIAL HOLIDAY SAILING 
FROM HALIFAX — MAAS­
DAM NOV. 25 —M inim um  
fare $160 Tourist Class, with 
virtual run-of-ship privileges.

and  declared  th a t  each team  could 
keep four N F L  players. Sonshine 
offered th ree  of the  p layers h e ’d e ither 
signed or to  w hom  he had given “ my 
bo n d ” to any  of th e  o th e r Rig F our 
team s th a t  w an ted  them . B u t before 
these nego tia tions were consum m ated  
th e  th ree  p layers decided to s tay  w ith 
th e ir N F L  team s. “ And all of them  
got ra ises,” says Sonshine.

T he four p layers he re ta ined  are 
q u a rte rb ack  T om  D ublinsk i of the 
D e tro it Lions, whom  Sonshine signed 
for seventeen  thousand  five hundred  
dollars for one year; Gil M ains, a tack le  
from  the  Lions who got an  eleven-thou- 
sand-do llar con trac t; and tw o linem en 
from  th e  G ian ts , Bill A lb righ t and  Bill 
Shipp, who go t a repo rted  ten  thousand  
dollars each. All were highly recom ­
m ended by o th e r p layers in S onsh ine’s 
d inner conversa tions in N F L  cities, 
and  all cam e big. T he q u arte rback  
D ub linsk i is six-feet-tw o and  weighs 
two hundred  and  five pounds, replacing 
five - foot - eight, one - hundred  - and  - 
e igh ty -pound  W irkow ski. Shipp , one 
of the linem en, is six-feet-six and  weighs 
two eighty-five. All were signed to no­
c u t con trac ts , which m eans th a t  the  
A rgonau ts are  com m itted  to  pay them  
w hether they  are  re ta ined  by th e  club 
or no t, an  extrem ely  rare  kind of 
co n trac t in football w here com peti­
tion  for jobs is keen and  only the 
p layers who “ m ake th e  te a m ” a fte r  a 
long fa ll-tra in ing  period still have jobs.

F o r his personally  selected coach, 
Sonshine again  tu rn ed  to  th e  New 
Y ork G ian ts . “ E veryw here  I ’d gone to 
talk  to football p layers I ’d heard  Bill 
Sw iacki’s nam e m entioned. H e w as the  
fellow who m apped th e  G ian t offense 
la s t year, and  it was one of th e  m ost 
diversified in th e  N F L .” Sonshine 
landed th e  th irty -tw o-year-o ld  Swiacki 
for a basic fourteen thousand  dollars, 
plus a bonus of one thousand  dollars if 
th e  A rgos win th e  Big F ou r cham pion­
ship, and  an o th e r thousand  if they  win 
the  G rey Cup. T hen  he added two 
ass is tan ts  to  th e  coaching s ta ff for a 
reported  eleven thousand  each. These 
were J im  M artin , a tack le  las t year 
w ith the  Lions, and Bill E arley , an 
a ss is tan t to head coach T erry  B rennan  
a t  N o tre  D am e U niversity  la s t year.

“ T he gam e has becom e so com plica­
te d ,” says Sonshine in explain ing an 
ou tlay  of a b o u t th irty -five  thousand  
dollars for a coaching staff, “ th a t  one 
m an sim ply c a n ’t  handle  all th e  details. 
One of th e  m ain jobs of all these men 
will be to  develop C anad ian  p layers .”

A t th is  w riting, co u rt cases are pend ­
ing involving tw o of th e  players, 
D ub linsk i and  M ains. T h e  D e tro it 
L ions have asked for an  in junction  to 
res tra in  them  from  p laying w ith the  
A rgonau ts and  have slapped a fifty- 
th o usand -do lla r b reach of c o n trac t su it 
on each m an. Sonshine has announced 
th a t  th e  Argos will carry  th e  financial 
responsib ility  for both . Sonshine is 
rid ing  o u t th is  jud ic ia l tem p est w ith the 
dogged persistence and  unw avering 
confidence th a t  m arked his a tt itu d e  
under earlier assau lts . W h ethe r he is 
seated  w ith  friends ta lk ing  football in 
his luxurious five-room  a p a r tm e n t in 
th e  n o rth e rn  reaches of T oron to , or a t  
th e  wheel of one of his tw o C adillac 
sedans, he rem ains calm . H e is a big 
unhurried  m an of six feet and tw o 
hundred  and six ty  pounds, w ith th in ­
ning black curly hair, d ark  eyes and  an 
olive com plexion. H e doesn’t  sm oke, 
d rinks if he th in k s  of it a lthough  i t ’s 
u n im p o rtan t to  him  and , aside from 
weekly poker sessions w ith a few old 
friends, has few in te rests  o th e r th an  
business and  football. H e lives quietly  
w ith  his second wife, th e  form er Ailene 
C raig, of New W estm inster, whom he 
m arried  in 1946, and his tw o sons 
— D av id  who is fifteen and  R eg, te n — 
by  a first m arriage th a t  ended in
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divorce. Sonshine tu rn ed  forty -one las t 
A pril 28.

H e w as born  and  b ro u g h t up in 
T o ro n to  in w ell-to-do surroundings, 
th e  second o ldest of five children. H is 
fa th e r w as B en Sonshine, a m an u ­
fac tu re r of in terio r fix ture fittings. 
H a rry  w as a ta ll th in  one-hundred-and- 
fo r ty -pounder w hen he played flying 
wing for Q ueen’s U n iversity  from  which 
he g rad u a ted  as a bachelor of com m erce 
in 1937. T h a t fall he jo ined the  A rgo­
n a u ts  b u t a broken jaw  k ep t him  o u t of 
th e  G rey C up final aga in s t the  W in­
nipeg Blue B om bers. In  D ecem ber the  
B om bers were tra in ing  a t  A nn A rbor, 
M ich. Sonshine secretly  scouted  them . 
H e wore a U n iversity  of M ichigan 
freshm an’s tarn  on his head and  struck  
up a conversation  w ith  F ritz  H anson, a 
renow ned W innipeg halfback  from  
N o rth  D ako ta .

“ H ey, th is gam e’s no t so different 
from  our gam e, is it? ” he rem arked  to 
H anson.

“ F u n d am en ta lly  th e  sam e gam e,” 
said H anson.

“ W here’s the  difference?” asked 
Sonshine.

“ W ell, I ’ll tell y o u ,” replied H anson, 
and  he w ent in to  a detailed  discussion 
of B om ber p lans and plays, which 
Sonshine duly  relayed to  Argo coach 
Lew H aym an . T o  H an so n ’s u tte r  
consternation , th e  first m an he saw as 
he tro tte d  on to  th e  field a t  V arsity  
S tad iu m  in T o ro n to  th e  following 
S a tu rd ay  w as th e  black-jow led “ fresh­
m an ” from  M ichigan, s ittin g  beside 
H aym an  on the  A rgonau t bench. T he 
Argos won th a t  day , four to  th ree.

“ S h r e w d  B u n c h  o f  B a n d i t s ”

Sonshine w orked for a stockbroker 
for a while, then  jo ined his fa th e r as a 
salesm an for six years. In  1943 he was 
m ade general su p e rin ten d en t of a truck- 
tra n sp o rt com pany and  he still regards 
his th ree  years there  as th e  m ost 
constructive  of his life.

“ T he guys driv ing  in ter-c ity  tru ck s 
in those days were th e  toughest, 
sh rew dest bunch of ban d its  in the  
w orld ,” he reflects. “ H andling  them  
was a m urderous job  because if one of 
them  figured he could b ea t you he’d 
steal y ou r socks.”

In  1946 he jo ined  his friend H arry  
T epperm an  who owned the  H a rt 
E q u ip m en t C orporation , which m an u ­
fac tu red  fu rn itu re , as sales m anager. 
Six m onths la te r  he bough t in to  the  
firm and today  he and  T epperm an  are  
equal partners . W hen p lastics began 
to  ap p ea r on th e  m arke t H arry  talked 
T epperm an  in to  risk ing m ost of the ir 
c ap ita l— one hund red  thousand  dollars 
— to purchase a p lastic  press to  m ake 
tab le  tops, th e  first such pre^s in 
C anada. H e w orked sixteen to eighteen 
hours a day  to push the  tab le  tops, and 
his p re tty  wife Ailene rem em bers tak ing  
a book to  the  p lan t n igh t a fte r  n ight 
and reading until 2 a.m . when H arry  
would drop in to  th e  car beside her and 
im m ediately  fall asleep.

B usiness cam e his w ay and he ex­
panded . T oday  he owns a plywood- 
door m anufactu ring  com pany, a stee l­
tu b in g  com pany , a steel-door and 
hardw are  com pany  and , of all th ings, a 
bow ling alley in N iagara  Falls, O nt. 
H e estim ates  his business assets a t 
th ree  million dollars. H is wife, 
generally  opposed to  his expansions— 
“ H e’ll ru in  his health ; w h a t’s the 
p o in t?” —actua lly  urged him  to  join 
the  A rgonau ts as unpaid  team  director 
las t fall. “ I th o u g h t it  would be a 
h o b b y ,” she says. “ I th o u g h t h e’d 
finally do som e relaxing. L ittle  did I 
know !”

T hus, when Sonshine answ ers his 
critics i t ’s w ith  th e  confidence in his 
ju d g m en t th a t  m ade him  successful in 
business. H e does n o t agree, for
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example, w ith  th e  charge m ade by Jak e  
G audaur, p res iden t of th e  H am ilton  
T iger-C ats, th a t  his m ethods th rea ten  
th e  financial s tru c tu re  of th e  Big Four.

“ Our to ta l expenses w on’t  be ten  
percent m ore th a n  th ey  were last 
y ear,” he claim s. “ Look, since we know 
the calibre of ou r p layers we w on’t  be 
bringing tw en ty  to  tw enty-five A m eri­
cans to cam p to  try  ou t. T o get the  
ten  we’re p erm itted , w e’ll look a t  
twelve boys. I w as read ing  th e  o ther 
day where H am ilton  p lans to  look a t  
five quarterbacks. I t ’ll cost them  as 
much to  finally select one as w e’re 
paying th e  one w e’ve g o t.”

As for pricing th e  league o u t of 
existence, an o th e r of G au d au r’s charges, 
Sonshine says th e  m ain reason th e  
A rgonauts agreed to  a sp lit-ga te  th is 
season w as to  help th e  sm aller cities— 
O ttaw a and  H am ilto n —w ith th e ir fi­
nances. S p lit-ga te  is a system  w hereby 
the visiting team  collects fifteen cen ts 
on the dollar for all g a te  receipts; the  
smaller cities would therefore  p a rtic i­
pate in the  larger receip ts in larger 
centres.

“ No league is s tronger th a n  its 
weakest team . So th e  po in t is, are  th e  
smaller cities going to  come up to 
our level in p layer m ateria l, or are we 
going down to  theirs? T h e  su rest way 
for us to  have C anad ian  football is to  
give our fans terrific football in a 
balanced league. I feel i t ’s th e  A m eri­
cans who m ade our gam e th e  national 
a ttrac tio n  it  is today . Therefore, the  
b e tte r th e  A m ericans, th e  b e tte r  our 
a ttrac tion . A nd if we get them  teach ­
ing C anadians, as th e  Argos are  defi­
nitely going to  do, w e’ll have a b e tte r  
game, and a b e tte r-pay ing  gam e, for all 
the  C anadian  kids who w an t to  play 
football.”

He ad m its  he m ight be partia lly  re ­
sponsible for th e  football w ar betw een 
the Big F our and the  N F L  b u t he 
insists th a t  th e  N F L ’s price for peace is 
too high. “ T hey  w an t every th ing  the ir 
way. T h ey  tr e a t  us like poor relations, 
expecting us to  tak e  th e ir castoffs and 
unripe rookies and  be grateful. I f  they 
w ant to  give us an  equal voice in the ir 
annual college d ra ft, okay, le t’s have a 
working ag reem en t.”

In  one regard , Sonshine feels he m ade 
a m istake. “ I th o u g h t the  best w ay to 
handle the  new spapers w as to tell the  
w riters, off the  record, exactly  w hat 
p layers we were counting  on, and  every ­
th ing  th a t  we planned. F or various 
reasons som e of th e  boys broke stories 
before we were ready to  release them . 
We lost a backfield coach from  N o tre  
D am e we were counting  on heavily, 
because the  news broke before he had 
inform ed the  school of his in ten tion  to  
move. H e phoned me his regrets; he 
said N o tre  D am e w asn’t  th e  kind of 
school you pulled th a t  stu ff on. Luckily 
we la te r were able to  in te rest Bill 
E arley , an o th e r fine N o tre  D am e 
coach, in jo in ing us.

“ I d o n ’t  th ink  th e  D e tro it Lions 
would have sued us over D ublinsk i and 
M ains if we’d had bo th  boys up here, 
firmly established in jobs, before the  
Lions learned th a t  they  were signed by 
us. T h e  D ublinski th ing  h it the  papers 
while T om  was still a t  hom e cleaning 
up his affairs, and  th a t  se t th e  L ions 
loose on us.”

And as he answ ers th e  broadsides, 
Sonshine goes determ ined ly  ahead  w ith 
his plans. “ W e’ll see,” he says. “ W e’ll 
see th is  fall. T he one guy in all th is  fuss 
who isn ’t  being overlooked is th e  fan .” 
As th e  fan w ho’s runn ing  th e  show, he 
ough t to  know. ★

IS  Y O U R  S U B S C R I P T I O N  D U E ?
S u b s c r i b e r s  r e c e iv in g  n o t i c e  of  t h e  

a p p r o a c h i n g  e x p i r a t i o n  of  t h e i r  s u b s c r i p ­
t i o n s  a r e  r e m i n d e d  of  t h e  n e c e s s i ty  of 
s e n d i n g  in t h e i r  r e n e w a l  o r d e r s  p r o m p t ly .

How to Cook 
Without a Stove
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a three-inch steak  w ith ha lf an  inch of 
dam p coarse salt, grill over a very hot 
fire tw en ty  m inutes to a side, crack off 
the  charred  salt, slice steak  into m elted 
b u tte r  and  serve on F rench bread.

O ther barbecue specialties are lam b 
chops rubbed  lightly  w ith  garlic; bacon 
w ith  some of the  fa t m elted off first to

c u t down on flare-ups; fish; spare ribs 
rubbed  w ith  sage and  flour and  sw ab­
bed w ith  a barbecue sauce; chicken 
sp lit and  barbecued inside first, skin- 
side last; power-sawed cross sections 
of hard-frozen tu rkey , thaw ed in cook­
ing oil; corn cobs; tom atoes; ham ­
burgers fancied up w ith  chili beans; 
h o t dogs stuffed w ith crushed pine­
apple; tro u t w rapped in bacon; oysters 
broiled on the ir shells till the  edges of 
th e  oysters curl; and b an an as barbe­
cued in the ir skins.

A shishkebab—a T urk ish  term  for 
roasting  food over a fire on the  po in t of

a sw ord—is a barbecued skew er-load 
of m eat and  vegetables (for exam ple, 
chunks of lam b, tom atoes and  peppers). 
A ham burger kebab is m ade of balls o f 
ham burger, peppers, tom atoes and 
B erm uda onions. L am b shashlik, the  
R ussian  word for shishkebab, is m ade of 
m arinated  lam b cubes. Barbemush is an  
appetizer of slightly  scorched corn m eal 
mush contain ing chunks of pork.

Fowl, sucking pig, rolled rib, leg of 
lam b or pork barbecued on a sp it th a t ’s 
operated  by electric m otor or tu rned  
every ten m inutes by hand derives a 
special flavor by being basted  in its  own

M A C L E A N ’ S M A G A Z I N E ,  J U L Y 9  , 1 9  5 5 41



Copyright of Maclean's Magazine is the property of Rogers Media, Inc. and its content may
not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for
individual use.


