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THIS IS ETCHEVERRY AT W ORK. THE PICTURES OPPOSITE S H O W  HIS T W O  HOURS IN  A GAME LAST M O N T H  A G A IN ST TO R O N TO  ARG ONAUTS. ^

S a m  E t c h e v e r r y ,  M o n t r e a l ’ s g a m b l in g  q u a r t e r b a c k ,  m a y  s c o r e  tw o  to u c h d o w n s  in  tw o  m in u t e s  o r  r is k

a  g a m e  o n  a  s in g le  f o r w a r d  p a s s .  T h a t ’ s w h a t  m a k e s  h im

The most feared football player
in Canada

ON T H E  eve of a n o th e r  ep idem ic of C a n a d a ’s 
fav o rite  d isease, an  in fec tion  called G rey  C up  
fever, a  rem ark  m ade a y e a r  ago by E d m o n ­
to n ’s resid en t foo tball gen ius, F ra n k  (Pop) Iv y , has 

v ir tu a lly  been fo rgo tten .
T h e  E d m o n to n  coach had  ju s t  seen his sp in d ly  - 

legged halfback  Ja ck ie  P a rk e r  pick up  a  fum ble  w ith  
th re e  m in u tes  to  p lay  in th e  G rey  C u p  gam e in 
T o ro n to ’s V arsity  S tad iu m  la s t N ov. 27, and  
sp r in t  n in e ty -th re e  y a rd s  for th e  tou ch d o w n  th a t  
w iped o u t a lead th e  M o n trea l A lo u e ttes  had  held 
m o st of th e  gam e. I t  enab led  th e  l- to -4  underdog  
E sk im o s to  ta k e  a 26-25 lead in to  th e  final th ree  
m in u tes . I t  also filled Iv y  w ith  a so rt of e c s ta tic  
ap p reh en sio n  in w h a t should  have  been for him  the  
y e a r ’s h igh  m om ent.

“ I w as th rilled  to  be ah ead , b u t for th e  first tim e 
in  th e  gam e I w as sc a red ,” said  Iv y , p rob ing  th e  
p a rad o x  on a te lev ision  p rogram  a f te r  E d m o n to n  
h ad  h u n g  on th ro u g h  th e  final fran tic  m o m en ts  to  
w in th e  G rey  C up. “ I w as afra id  to  d e a th  of th a t  
E tc h e v e r ry .”

S am  E tc h e v e rry  is an  old hand  a t g iv ing  fits to  
foo tball coaches. S ince he jo ined  M on trea l A lo u ettes  
four seasons ago he h as becom e th e  m ost feared and  
versa tile  q u a r te rb a c k  in th e  co u n try  because no 
one can ever be su re  w h a t h e ’s a p t  fo pull nex t. In  
an  age of specia lization  in  foo tball th e  backfielder
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w ho can do m an y  jo b s well h as  becom e an  a n a c h ­
ronism . B u t E tc h e v e rry  is th e  exception . H e can 
th ro w  a foo tball w ith  su rpass ing  skill, ru n  d e­
cep tive ly  if n o t w ith  n o tab le  speed, p u n t for good 
y ard ag e , kick p o in ts -a fte r-to u ch d o w n , ru n  back 
opposition  k icks an d  p lay  a fearless tack lin g  gam e 
defensively . In  a d d itio n  to  all th is  he is a gam bler, 
an d  it is th is  q u a lity  th a t  has m ade him  a t  once 
a n a th e m a  to  riva l coaches and  th e  to a s t of th e  
vo la tile  A lo u e tte  a d h e re n ts  w ho once booed him .

T h a t  w as du rin g  E tc h e v e r ry ’s first y e a r  in 
C a n ad a  in th e  fall of 1952 w hen th e  A lo u ettes  were 
bu ild ing  th e ir  p re se n t pow erful team . In  those  d ay s 
th e y  had  a porous line an d  th e  opposing linem en 
m ade life m iserab le  for th e  new  q u a rte rb a ck . So did 
th e  fans w henever he lost y a rd s  w ith  th e  ball. B u t 
in th e  la s t th ree  seasons, w ith  th e  A louettes 
stro n g er, h e ’s been w inning  wild acclaim  from  th e  
g ran d s ta n d s , as well as from  th e  coaches.

“ Y ou c a n ’t se t up  a defense for h im ,” says Lew 
H ay m a n , who w as general m an ag er of th e  A lo u ettes  
w hen S am  m oved to  C an ad a , “ because nobody 
know s w h a t he m ig h t pull o u t of th e  h a t . B y 
nobody , I ’m  inc lud ing  S am .”

In  som e respec ts  th is  is tru e . E tc h e v e rry  recalls 
one gam e ag a in s t H am ilto n  in 1954 w hen he called 
a pass p lay  w hile th e  ball rested  on h is own four- 
y a rd  line. H alfw ay  th ro u g h  th e  p lay  he sudden ly  
sw itched  to  an o th er. In  itself, calling  a pass w as a 
d aring  m ove in such  a position  because if th e  pass 
w ere in te rcep ted  th a t  close to  th e  A lo u ette  goal 
line it  w ould a lm o st ce rta in ly  resu lt in a H am ilton  
touchdow n. T h e  very  fac t th a t  th e  p lay  w ould be 
unexpected , how ever, w as th e  e lem en t th a t  a p ­
pealed  to  E tc h ev erry .

I t  w as designed as a pass to  th e  r ig h t end , Red 
O ’Q uinn , an d  as E tc h e v e rry  b ack track ed  behind his 
own goal line to  give O ’Q uinn tim e to  shake loose 
from  th e  m an covering him , he w as carefully  
w atch ing  th e  defensive m an shadow ing  O ’Q uinn.

“ S udden ly  it daw ned  on m e ,” he re la ted  la ter, 
“ th a t  th e  sa fe ty  m an h a d n ’t  covered o u r o th e r  end, 
H al P a tte rso n , w ho w as a decoy on th e  play. I took 
a look an d , su re enough , old H al w as wide open. So 
I p itched  it to  h im .”

I t  was q u ite  a p itch . P a tte rso n  took  th e  ball on 
th e  fo rty -y a rd  line an d  ran  th e  res t of the  w ay for 
th e  touchdow n. I t  w as, accord ing  to  Big F o u r and  
W estern  C onference record  books, th e  longest 
p ass-and -run  touchdow n p lay  ever com pleted  in 
C an ad a , a h u n d red  and  six y a rd s  from  th e  line of 
scrim m age. Continued on page 70
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“ L e t’s Go To W o rk ”
W hen No. 92 runs out, it usual ly  means 
action. Here Sam goes to face the Argos.

“ W hy C an ’t  W e C rack the  A rgo D efense?”
Back on the bench w h i le  A rgos have the ba l l ,  Etcheverry talks by phone to a M on trea l  “ s p o t te r "  h igh in the 
stands. The e x p e r t ’s job is to look fo r  f laws in the enemy defense and re lay  the news to his te a m ’s bench.

“ W h a t’ll W e T ry  N ext? ” “ W hoa! S om eth ing  W e n t W ro n g ” “ W h a t H it  M e? ”

Sam turns from his hudd le  to look over A rg o s ’ defense. W h a t  
he sees may decide a p la y  but he o f ten  changes his mind.

Argos break th rough and Etcheverry, w i th  no time to pass, W in d e d  in p la y  he gets
has to run. H e ’s also a strong kicker and defensive back. he lp  from  team tra iner .

“ L e t’s Hold T h a t L ead ”
Sam has passed A loue ttes  to a 3 0 -2 8  lead but A rgos  press. 
W ith  coach Peahead W a lk e r ,  he urges p layers  to hang on.

“ O ut of M y  W a y !”
Etcheverry bulls his w a y  aga inst  A rg o  tacklers. 
Raised on a ranch, he ’s tough , not easily hurt.

“ T h a t W as C lose”
M on tre a l  wins 3 0 -2 8 .  Fans w h o  used 
to boo  him now  w a n t  his au to g ra p h .
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M exican vaqueros and th ree  Ind ians. 
A fter sa lu ting  th e  crow d, th e  little  
band rode o u t to  do b a ttle . T h e  buffalo 
tu rn ed  docilely and  w atched  th e  cow ­
boys rid ing ab o u t hallooing. F inally  
one stepped  defian tly  tow ard his a d ­
versaries. W ith  his huge head and  beard 
he seem ed of enorm ous p roportions in 
co n tra s t to  th e  p ra irie  ponies.

F o r a while he charged th e  cow boys, 
as th e  crow d gasped. T hen  a vaquero  
lassoed one of his feet. A t th a t  m om ent 
a second M exican and his pony were 
knocked over by the  enraged an im al 
and it seem ed to  the  horrified sp ec ta to rs  
as if th e  buffalo w as only stopped  from  
killing bo th  rider and pony by th e  
lasso, held by several s tra in ing  cow ­
boys. A no ther lasso was th row n  over 
his horns and the  struggle  ended.

T h e  o th e r buffalo was lassoed in the  
sam e w ay b u t broke th e  rope. Ind ians 
approached  him  on foot and  on horse­
back, shooting  b lu n t arrow s. F o r a 
tim e th e  buffalo pursued one o f the  
vaqueros, b u t the  sp o rt degenerated  
in to  a farce when it becam e ev iden t 
th a t  he was d riven  by a m otley  crowd 
o f Ind ians, w hite men and boys. A t las t 
he w as left in his ignom iny on the 
grounds.

T he G rea t Buffalo H u n t received a 
bad press. O ne co rresponden t w rote 
th a t  it  w as a m ere sham . "M an y  of the  
Ind ian  chiefs had to  tak e  a buffalo by 
the  horns to m ake him  run. W ild Bill 
m anaged by the  aid of his sate llites 
to secure a cow, which had to be goaded 
in to  despera tion  before it would run. 
T h e  chase a fte r  th e  T exan  ca ttle  was 
also a farce, since the  Ind ians were 
ev iden tly  chasing a cow th a t  had been 
roam ing a b o u t for the  las t tw o years in 
th e  pastu res  of som e peaceful ag ri­
c u ltu r is t.”

E ven  corresponden ts who liked th e  
h u n t go t in a dig a t  th e  F ro n t. T he 
C leveland C om m ercial R eview  re ­
ported  th a t  "v is ito rs  to N iagara are  
im pressed w ith th e  idea th a t  a sw indle 
aw aits  them  on every  co rner.”

A second h u n t w as held two days 
la ter, b u t the  effect w as no be tte r. F our 
buffalo were tu rn ed  loose, b u t they  had 
to be goaded to gallop. T hree, it tu rned  
o u t, were from Colonel B a rn e tt’s 
m useum  park . A rtistica lly  and  finan­
cially , th e  whole v en tu re  w as a flop. 
B a rn e tt w as forced in to  b an k ru p tcy  
and  his m useum  sold to his old enem y, 
Sol D avis.

F or th e  whole F ro n t, th e  G rea t 
Buffalo H u n t w as also th e  end. T he 
public fe lt it  had been cheated  once too 
often  and  refused to go back. In  1888 
th e  O n tario  governm en t expropriated  
th e  F ro n t and created  a public park . 
S ouvenir s tands, hotels, taverns, tepees 
— all were to rn  dow n and  flowers and 
grass p lan ted  in th e ir place.

In 1901 M rs. A nna E dson T ay lo r 
w ent over th e  Falls in a barrel, and 
lived, and there  was a sligh t renew ed 
flurry of excitem ent, b u t it d id n ’t  last. 
F or years she s a t on a s tre e t in N iagara 
signing au to g rap h s  for pennies, and  
even tua lly  she died in a poorhouse. 
F our o th e rs— B obby Leach in 1911, 
C harles S tephens in 1920, Jean  Lussier 
in 1928 and W illiam  (R ed) H ill J r . in 
1951 —w ent over the  Falls and  S tephens 
and  Hill died in th e  a tte m p t. In each 
case th e  old m em ories of B londin and  
W ild Bill were revived, b u t only for a 
day.

T oday  the  raucous ro istering  F ro n t 
is scarcely recognizable in q u ie t Queen 
V ictoria P ark  w ith  its green law ns and 
colorful flowers w here even an  Eagle 
S cou t isn’t p erm itted  to  sell an  apple on 
Boy S cou t D ay. B u t in a nearby  
souvenir shop you can buy a little  
w hite stone  for a dollar. I t ’s really  
im ported  from  E ng land , b u t ask the  
salesgirl w h at it is and  she’ll tell you:

" I t ’s congealed m ist from  the  
F a lls .” ★

buffalo and he helped s tim u la te  public 
in te re s t by w riting  new spaper artic les 
from  th e re  on his adven tu res . In 
K an sas C ity  he m e t W ild Bill H ickok 
and  engaged him to  m anage th e  show. 
H e also hired som e Sac and Fox 
Ind ians and  M exican cowboys.

W hen W ild Bill a rrived  a t  the  F ron t, 
B londin  w as fo rgo tten . T h e  fron tiers­
m an, w ith  his long blond hair, broad 
shoulders, handsom e fea tures and  his 
am azing  record o f gun victories, was 
qu ick ly  m ade a hero. He was no t a 
show-off, b u t one day  he walked into a 
bar, saw  a friend asleep in a chair and

fired betw een his feet w ith a derringer. 
W hen his friend d id n ’t b a t an  eye Wild 
Bill roared w ith lau g h te r and th e  
inciden t becam e th e  ta lk  of th e  tow n.

On Aug. 28 a b o u t th ree  thousand  
people ga th e red  to  see th e  G rea t 
Buffalo H u n t. T h e  arena  w as an  e n ­
closure of a b o u t e igh ty  acres above th e  
H orseshoe Falls, fenced w ith  ten-foo t- 
high boards. In th e  cen tre  tw o buffalo 
bulls grazed peacefully. In  a far corner 
of th e  enclosure were four T exas steers.

C heers w ent up  as W ild Bill, dressed 
in buckskin-fringed fron tier costum e, 
rode in to  th e  arena  followed by four

BRINTON • PETERBORO
CA RPET COM PANY L IM IT E D

Manufacturers o f Style Leading Carpets for the Canadian Home

Sar-u-khan Pattern 903/1

N o  o t h e r  f u r n i s h i n g  can bring to your room the 
quiet, luxurious elegance of an oriental carpet. Yet 
Brinton-Peterboro have made it possible for you to 
enjoy this lifetime pleasure at a very modest cost. In 
Brinton-Peterboro’s Sarouk and Sar-u-khan carpets are 
the age-old patterns and beautifully harmonizing col­
ours of the East. Loomed of pure wool, dyed with 
colours that will defy the years, Sarouk and Sar-u-khan 
carpets will stay vibrantly lovely through many, many 
Christmases to come.

Ask your rug salesman to show you how the patterns 
of Sarouk and Sar-u-khan carpets are woven right 
through to the hack (to lock in each tuft for years of 
hard wear).

T h e  M o s t F e a re d  
F o o tb a ll P la y e r  

in C an ada
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 28

T h a t day , S a tu rd ay , O ctober 16, waf 
th e  m ost successful in E tc h e v e rry ’s 
h is to ry  in th is coun try . H e com ­
pleted  tw enty-six  passes in th irty -s ix  
a tte m p ts  for an  all-professional record 
of 586 y a rd s  gained by a passer in a 
single gam e. T h a t rep resen ted  n inety - 
six y ard s m ore th a n  th e  W estern  C on­
ference record -490 y a rd s  se t by L indy 
B erry  of E d m on ton  in 1950 —  and  
th irty -tw o  y a rd s  m ore th an  th e  N a ­
tional Professional F oo tball League rec­
ord in th e  U n ited  S ta te s— 554 yard s 
se t by N orm  V an B rocklin  of th e  Los 
Angeles R am s in 1951. Sparked  by 
E tc h e v e rry ’s early  su rprise  pass to 
P a tte rso n , th e  A louettes rom ped to  a 
46-11 victo ry .

As a gam bling q u arte rb ack , he is 
equally  capable  of th e  unexpected  when 
tim e is runn ing  o u t and  th e  score is 
close. J u s t  la s t O ctober in a  gam e 
ag a in s t th e  T o ro n to  A rgonau ts th e  A'- 
carried  a 30-28 lead in to  th e  la s t th re ' 
m inutes, and th e  A louettes had beer 
pushed back to th e ir  own ten -yard  line 
S tan d a rd  procedure in such c ircum ­
stances is for th e  leading team  to  play 
it safe and  to keep possession o f the  
ball as long as possible, so th a t  the  
rival team  will have ne ith er tim e nor 
the  possibility  of a fum ble or an  in te r­
cepted  pass w orking for it.

Second -Guessing— Good-by Job

B u t E tcheverry , the  gam bler, d id n ’t 
figure it th a t  w ay. R ealizing th e  A rgo­
n a u t defenders would no t be looking 
for a pass he th rew  one to  his flying 
wing, Joey  Pal, w hich carried  the  
A louettes to th e ir own fo rty -yard  line 
and  far from  th e  danger of th e ir own 
goal line. W hen th e  A rgonau ts finally 
did g e t th e  ball they  were deep in the ir 
own end and th ere  w as n o t tim e enough 
to  m uster a final th rea t.

T he th o u g h t th a t  a pass in tercep tion  
could cost his team  the  gam e a t  so 
critical a m om ent had  occurred to 
E tch ev erry  " b u t  it w as outw eighed by 
my conviction th e  Argos w ouldn’t be 
looking for i t ,” he la te r  explained. " I f  
you s ta r t  w orrying ab o u t w hat could 
go wrong, y o u ’d second-guess yourself 
rig h t o u t of a jo b .” And a lthough  he’s 
been throw ing daring  passes from  inside 
his own five-yard line a lm ost since the 
m om ent he arrived  in C anada, E tch e ­
verry  has been d iscreet enough in ca ll­
ing th e  play  th a t  only one has been 
in tercep ted  in th a t  s itua tion  in four 
seasons. D ick Brow n of th e  H am ilton  
T ig er-C a ts  g rabbed  one and ran  for a 
touchdow n in a 1953 gam e.

Sam , in fact, h as  been doing the 
unp red ic tab le  in th e  Big F ou r since he 
arrived  in M ontrea l in 1952 from 
D enver U n iversity , C olorado, an  u n ­
know n w ith little  more to  recom m end 
him  th an  a glossy p rin t in a football 
record book. T he p ic tu re  was used to 
illu s tra te  a section on th e  Skyline 
C onference in th e  sou thw estern  sec­
tion of the  U nited  S ta te s  which pointed 
o u t th a t  E tch ev erry  had se t a run- 
n ing-and-passing  record of 1,168 y a rd s  
gained. T h e  p ic tu re , and then  the 
s ta tis tic , cau g h t th e  eye of th e  M o n t­
real coach D ouglas (P eahead) W alker.

" I ’d never heard  of h im ,” W alker 
confesses, " b u t  there  was something 
ab o u t th a t  p ictu re . I liked his looks 
and  his tr im  build and  his fea tu res.”

T h is  was W alker’s first year w ith  the 
A louettes, and  th e  q u a rte rb ack  posi­
tion  w as a delicate  one in  M ontreal. 
G eorge R a tte rm a n  had lasted  ju s t one
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year at that position in the 1951 season 
and he had turned out to be a widely 
publicized, highly paid, colossal bust. 
Walker happened to know the coach j 
at Denver University, Johnny Baker, 
and he phoned to enquire about the 
man in the picture.

"Baker supplemented what I’d been 
able to pick up out of that book,” 
Walker relates. "He said Sam was a 
fine competitor, clean living and not 
susceptible to injury.”

It was a fortuitous phone call. Even | 
in his first year Etcheverry was con­
ceded by press-box occupants to be j 
shoulder pads and helmet above a | 
woeful band of Alouettes who won j 
only two league games all year, and 
he was named on the Big Four’s 
alternate all-star team. In 1953 he 
was the unanimous pick for first-team 
honors, and last year he was named 
as the most valuable player in the 
league, winning thereby the Jeff Russel j 
Memorial Trophy, and as the out­
standing football player in the country j 
in a national poll of broadcasters and ! 
newspaper reporters, an annual award 
worth a thousand dollars.

No one, least of all Etcheverry, ] 
would suggest that in a game as j 
combative as football, any player can ! 
earn all of these honors single-handed, i 
There are many reasons for any quar­
terback’s success, not the least of which j 
are linemen who are big enough and i 
aggressive enough to keep people off j 
his back while he’s winding up to j 
throw, and ends who are deceptive | 
enough and sure-handed enough to get I 
the ball and hold it. He needs adept 
and/or bruising runners, too, so that 
he can attack with diversity. Etche- ■ 
verry has all of these accessories, as 
have most quarterbacks in Canada 
whose teams have won more games 
than they’ve lost. The one thing that 
sets Etcheverry apart is that he’s 
unpredictable, a quality that often 
brings inspiration to his teammates at 
moments when those with less imagina­
tive quarterbacks might feel they’d 
picked up enough lumps for one day.

"We come from behind in a lot of 
our games,” says Tex Coulter, the 
mammoth Montreal tackle, "because 
we don’t let down when we get behind. 
We figure Sam will think of something. 
You get a kind of zest out of hearing 
him call a daring play, like a bunch 
of kids playing follow-the-leader, and 
you want to help him make it go.”

Bruce (Bones) Coulter, no relation 
to Tex, who is Etcheverry’s under­
study, as well as a defensive halfback, 
has detected another quality. "I’ve 
seen him smeared and roughed up on 
a play three or four times when two 
or three big guys break through our 
line, but that doesn’t faze Sam. If 
he figures the play is the right one, 
he’ll call it again, and count on our pass 
defense to hold up this time. The boys 
respect that kind of confidence.”

Sometimes, in defying standard pro­
cedure, Etcheverry raises goose bumps 
on his own coach, the squat, white- 
haired Walker. One of the oldest 
tenets of quarterbacking, even pre­
dating the one about never passing 
from inside your own ten-yard line, is 
one that says a passer should "eat the 
ball”—that is, keep it and be thrown 
for a loss—if he’s trapped by onrushing 
linemen and can’t find a receiver. The 
principle here is that it’s better to lose 
ten or fifteen yards and retain posses­
sion of the ball than throw blindly and 
risk the interception that would put 
the opposition in control. In his first 
year, when the Alouettes had far less 
material than now and Etcheverry was 
called upon to do just about everything 
except massage his own bruises, he 
often was trapped and thrown for huge 
losses. The customers hooted his seem­
ing ineptitude and there were often

66 There never was a better time 
than this for visiting Britain”

says John Aylestrorth, Canadian television personality, pictured above 
with his wife at Scotland's historic Edinburgh Castle.

“ Wherever you go in England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland these days, you’ll be struck by the modest 
cost of things. Meals, travel, entertainment, merchandise 
in the shops — all are priced surprisingly low by Canadian 
standards. If you’ve been dreaming of a trip to Britain, there 
never was a better time to make your dreams come true.” 

And low cost, remember, is only part of the story. 
Good food is back in its old abundance. The shops are 
filled with fine British goods — cashmeres, linens, leather 
goods, silver, glass, china. The theatre is booming — in 
London alone there are nearly fifty shows to choose from. 
And everywhere, in historic towns and sleepy old-world 
villages, you’ll find friendliness and hospitality. Yes, indeed, 
you can hardly start too soon making ready for that trip 
of a lifetime — to Britain. Take the first step notv. Have a 
chat with your travel agent — or write for information and 
free illustrated literature to the British Travel Association, 
Dept.MM 15.90 Adelaide Street West, Toronto, Ontario.

Mrs. Aylesworth buys some lovely Scottish tartans in Edin­
burgh. A trip to Britain, including transportation both ways and 
a ten days stay, can cost you as little as $400.00 from Toronto 
and $5 30.00 from Vancouver.
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The More, The Merrier!
E u ro p e a n  v a c a tio n s  n o w  h u n d re d s  o f  d o lla rs  

less on  B .O .A .C .  ” F a m ily -F a r e ”  P la n .

It’s true. B.O.A.C.’s new "Family- 
Fare” Flan allows you hundreds of 
dollars more spending money when 
you take your family to Europe.

To illustrate: The fam ily o f six above, 
tra v e lin g  on B .O .jl.C .'s  lu x u ry  
"'Monarch” service to London, actually 
saves $1680 over the regular on-season, 
first-class fares!

You can make similar savings, de­
pending on the size of your family 
and the service you choose. For the 
"Family-Fare” plan is available on 
both first-class and tourist services. 
And only Dad (or head of family) 
pays full fare. Mother and all children

12 to 25 travel at greatly reduced rates.

You’ll fly high over the weather . . . 
enjoying traditionally courteous Brit­
ish service . . . delightful meals . . . 
the superb quiet and comfort of pres­
surized, double-deck Stratocruisers. 
And Dad may return independently, 
too, leaving the family to come back 
when they wish.

Now’s the thriftiest of all times to 
take that all-family vacation abroad. 
For complete details on B.O.A.C.’s huge 
"family-fare” savings, see your travel 
agent, railway ticket office, or mail 
coupon below today.

BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION  

Laurentien Hotel, Montreal, Quebec, D ept. M - 5

Gentlemen:
Please send me full information on the savings available under the B.O.A.C. 
"Family-Fare” plan.

n a m e ...............................................................................................................................................................................

STREET OR .................................................................................................................................................................

CITY.........................................................................PROV............................................ NO. IN FAMILY................

B R IT IS H  O V E R S E A S  A IR W A Y S  C O R P O R A T IO N

M o n t r e a l  • T o r o n t o  • W i n n i p e g  ‘  V a n c o u v e r

F I  Y B O A C

I cries of, "B rin g  back R a tte rm a n !” In  
ju s t  such circum stances in 1953, when 
th e  A louettes s ta r te d  to  becom e a 
pow er in C anad ian  football, th ere  was 
a gam e aga in s t th e  O ttaw a  R ough 
R iders in w hich Sam  inven ted  th e  
" su b m arin e .”

H e w as being assailed on all sides 
by O ttaw a  p layers and  as he ran  for 
his life one of his pu rsuers w as so close 
th a t  S am  cou ldn’t  raise his arm  to 
throw . Faced  w ith  a big loss as he 
backpedaled , th e  q u a rte rb ack  swung 
his a rm  behind his back w aist-h igh as 

i  he was g rabbed  a b o u t th e  shoulders,
I and  he flung th e  ball underhand  in a 

long high arc  downfield. A stonished 
I O ttaw a  defensive backs sta red  in awe 
j  as th e  ball floated over th e ir  heads, and  

Joey  Pal, a M ontrea l halfback , w as 
' galvanized in to  ac tion  a lm ost in tim e 

to  com plete an  astound ing  pass. H e 
m ade a belated  lunge for th e  ball and 
it  ju s t  tipped  off his fingers.

H ow ever preposterous, th e  incom ­
p le te  pass p reven ted  Sam  from  tak ing  

| a  large loss and  it  b ro u g h t yelps of 
de ligh t from  th e  custom ers, th e  a n ­
tithes is of th e  groans and  abuse th a t  
had been heaped on h im —and , in fact, 
th a t  a lw ays em an a te  from  g ran d s tan d s  

; anyw here w hen th e  hom etow n q u a r te r­
back correc tly  elects to  " e a t  th e  ball.”

T h e  com bination  of E tch ev e rry ’s 
j inven tiveness— he tried  his subm arine  

th ree  or four m ore tim es in ’53 and 
ne ith er com pleted it  nor had i t  in te r­
cep ted— and th e  grow ing s tren g th  of 
th e  A louettes g o t th e  fans off his back 
th a t  season and  he has becom e th e  m ost 
popu la r football p layer in M ontrea l h is­
to ry . H e is rare ly  called an y th in g  b u t 
"S a m ” and  th e  v a s t m a jo rity  of foo t­
ball fans in M ontrea l know  who Sam  
is in an y  conversation  w ith o u t th e  
necessity  of th e  surnam e. M ontreal 
b roadcas te r D oug S m ith , in fact, has 
n o t used th e  nam e E tch ev erry  in a 
b ro ad cas t since early  in 1953, even 
when he is giving th e  pre-gam e line-ups. 
A bbruzzi and H unsinger m ay be th e  
halfbacks, b u t th e  q u a rte rb ack  is ju s t  
p lain  Sam .

J u s t  recen tly  S m ith  w as doing one 
of his p lay -by-p lay  b roadcas ts of an 
A louette  gam e w hen he w as handed 
a te legram  from  a fan in G ranby , Que. 
"D o u g ,” it said , " w h a t’s S am ’s las t 
nam e?” I t  w as signed "A lex .” S m ith  
has no idea who Alex is.

On th e  field E tch ev erry  m oves w ith 
th e  fa in te s t suggestion of a  sw agger 
from  th e  huddle  w here he calls his p lays 
to  th e  line of scrim m age w here th e  ball 
is p u t in to  p lay . H e seem s unruffled and 
unhu rried  and  confident b u t these m an ­
nerism s a re  a fagade, for beneath  them  
E tch ev erry  is usually  seeth ing w ith 
nervous energy. H e is seldom  able to  
e a t on th e  day  of a  gam e, or, if he 
does n ibble a t  th e  scram bled eggs and 
bacon th a t  are  p u t before th e  players 
as th ey  e a t to g e th er in a hotel dining 
room , he is unable  to  keep th e  food 
on his stom ach . J u s t  before th e  gam e 
s ta r ts  he becom es physically  ill, and 
occasionally  du ring  th e  course of play 
he has paused  for a m om ent, stooped 
dow n on one knee, and been sick a t  his 
stom ach . W hen the  team  is playing a t  
hom e in M ontrea l he refuses to touch  
any  food and  th e  n ig h t before a gam e 
he tosses fitfully in bed. A ccording to 
his wife N ita  he broods silently  over 
a defeat, prow ling restlessly  a round  the 
E tch ev e rry s’ tw o-bedroom  a p a rtm e n t 
in th e  w est end of M ontrea l, drink ing  
an  occasional bo ttle  o f beer and  m en­
ta lly  replaying p a rts  of th e  gam e w here 
th e  tide  tu rned  ag a in s t th e  A louettes.

T h e  E tch ev erry s  live there  from  Ju ly  
to D ecem ber w ith  th e ir  sons S teve, who 
is th ree, and  M ike, e ighteen m onths. 
M rs. E tch ev erry , a q u ie t p re tty  girl 
from  A lbuquerque, N ew  M exico, is 
expecting  a th ird  child. T h ey  spend 
th e  off-season in A lbuquerque w here

N ita ’s fa th e r, H aro ld  M ulcahy , has a 
wholesale sporting  goods business for 
w hich Sam  is a  salesm an covering New 
M exico and  C olorado.

E tch ev erry  is a F rench  B asque whose 
fa ther, Jean  B ap tis te  E tch ev erry , was 
born and  grew  up n ear th e  village of 
U repel in th e  F rench  Pyrenees, where 
his fa th e r w as a sheep rancher. Jean 
B ap tis te  em igrated  to  the  U n ited  S ta te s  
w hen he w as eighteen, and  jo ined two 
older b ro th e rs  who had found jobs on 
a sheep ranch  near C arlsbad , New 
M exico, w here Sam  w as born M ay 20, 
1930. H e has tw o younger sisters and 
an  older b ro th e r Jim , who is a cowboy 
near E l Paso, T exas. Sam  probably 
would have been a cow boy too had  he 
n o t been a d e p t a t  football. W hen the 
C arlsbad  high school, w ith  E tcheverry  
as q u a rte rb ack , won th e  s ta te  ch am ­
pionship in 1946 w hen he w as sixteen, 
he was offered an  a th le tic  scholarship 
a t  D enver U niversity . In  his jun io r 
year he se t a Skyline C onference record 
for runn ing  and  passing of 1,107 yards 
gained, and  in his final year he broke 
th a t  m ark  by six ty-one y a rd s  to  get 
his p ic tu re  in to  th e  football guide 
th rough  which C oach W alker was leaf­
ing in th e  sum m er of 1952.

E tch ev erry  says he had heard of 
C anad ian  football before receiving a 
le tte r  from  W alker, from  friends a t 
C olorado College in C olorado Springs, 
near D enver, w here num erous C an ­
ad ian  hockey p layers receive a th le tic  
scholarships. I t  w as largely on the ir 
rep o rts  th a t  he decided to  give it a 
whirl, p lus th e  fac t th a t  he was offered 
six thousand  dollars by th e  A louettes. 
W alker recalls th a t  the  first tim e he 
saw  E tch ev erry  on th e  field in M o n t­
real he could tell he had g rea t possi­
bilities. " F o r  one th ing , h e’d listen; 
he w as no wise g u y ,” says th e  coach. 
"W hen  he m ade m istakes he adm itted  
them ; he d id n ’t  go around  blam ing a 
halfback  for n o t ge tting  a signal. He 
d id n ’t  alibi; he still doesn’t . ”

No Strings on the Quarterback

W alker does n o t pam per E tcheverry  
—or any  of the  A louettes, for th a t 
m a tte r . "T h ey  all have a trem endous 
respect for th e  Old M an ,” says Fred 
R oberts , football w riter for th e  M o n t­
real H erald , "an d  th e y ’re all afraid  to 
d e a th  o f him . H is word is law.” The 
m ethod is to  E tch ev e rry ’s liking. "Sure, 
W alker e a ts  me o u t,” he says, " b u t  he 
p lays no favorites, and he doesn’t  shoot 
you a line.”

M any  coaches use the ir q uarte rbacks 
as pu p p e ts  and , in effect, call th e  signals 
them selves from  th e  bench. B u t once 
a  gam e is under w ay W alker leaves 
E tch ev e rry  on his own which Sam  says 
has bu ilt his confidence. W alker con­
fesses " i t  can be nerve-w racking” when 
Sam  tries  an  unorthodox  play, b u t adds 
th a t  he sees no reason to  send in s tru c­
tions on to  th e  field to  his quarte rback , 
"as  long as he keeps us hum m in ’.” The 
coach and  q u arte rb ack  spend m any 
hours to g e th e r before and a fte r  p rac­
tices th rough  th e  week, s tudy ing  the 
scouting rep o rts  by W alker’s assistan t, 
J im m y  D unn , on each S a tu rd a y ’s op ­
ponent. On a recen t S a tu rd ay  while 
th e  A louettes p layed in O ttaw a, D unn 
jou rneyed  to  H am ilton  to w atch the 
T iger-C a ts  p lay  T o ron to , since H am il­
ton  w as th e  A louette  opponen t on the 
following S a tu rd ay . H e re tu rned  with 
notes and d iag ram s of H am ilto n ’s m ost 
effective p lays and  possible defensive 
w eaknesses. These were stud ied  care­
fully, along w ith m ovies of th e  last 
A loue tte -H am ilton  gam e, by W alker, 
who th en  called E tch ev erry  into con­
ference. In  p rac tice  th a t  week W alker 
deployed ha lf his squad  into the  H am il­
ton  fo rm ations and  had E tch ev erry  jog 
th e  o th e r A louette  u n it th rough  the
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Wat1 we )’mown five years ago how sought-after Black 
Velvet would become today, ive'd have started then to lay 
down more oj this fine whisky. Meanwhile, there are 
two other great Gil bey Byes—Bond 5  for special occa­
sions . . . and Golden Special, a truly light whisky.

p lays th a t  W alker felt would best ex­
p lo it H am ilto n ’s defensive form ations.

"F o o tb a ll is som eth ing  like th e  in fan ­
try .” says th e  coach. "O ne genera l’s 
try in g  to  figure o u t in advance  w hat 
th e  o th e r genera l’s up to . So i t  doesn’t  
h u r t us any  to  have an  unp red ic tab le  
boy a t  th e  w heel.”

Sam  w as never so unpred ic tab le , 
how ever, as on th e  n ig h t of la s t Jan . 7, 
long a fte r  the  G rey C up  gam e, when 
he sheepishly confirm ed from  his hom e 
in N ew  M exico th a t  he had signed tuio 
co n trac ts  to play football in 1955, one 
w ith th e  Chicago C ard ina ls  of th e  
N atio n a l F oo tball League, and one 
w ith  th e  A louettes.

T here  a re  conflicting rep o rts  as to 
how th is  rem arkab le  s itu a tio n  arose. 
Vic O beck, th e  A louette  general m an ­
ager, claim s th a t  he and  E tch ev erry  
shook hands in ag reem en t on a 1955 
sa lary  figure before S am  left for his 
hom e la s t D ecem ber. "W e were in 
perfect ag reem en t,” says O beck. "W e 
d id n ’t  sign because I w an ted  W alker 
to  be p resen t w hen we did and  he’d 
gone hom e.”

Sam  doesn’t  rem em ber i t  th is  way. 
H e says he wras n o t satisfied w ith  th e  
raise he’d been offered over his 1954 
salary  of ab o u t e igh t th o u san d  dollars. 
H e says th a t four U. S. N a tio n a l F o o t­
ball League team s had co n tac ted  him  
la s t fall, one of them  th e  Chicago 
C ard inals. A fter he go t hom e he was 
co n stan tly  prodded  by  the  C ard inal 
coach, Joe  S ty d ah a r .

" I t  w as a b ra in -w ash ing ,” says 
Obeck. "T h ey  te lephoned him  every  
hour on th e  h o u r.”

F inally  E tch ev erry  agreed to  fly to 
C hicago a t  th e  C ard in a ls’ expense to 
ta lk  to  team  officials. T h ey  reported ly  
offered him  a tw o - thousand  - dollar 
bonus for signing, a  fifteen-thousand 
sa lary  for one year, and agreed to give 
him  a five-thousand advance  if he’d 
sign.

" I t  w asn’t  th a t  m u ch ,” Sam  says 
now, " b u t  it  w as a heap  m ore th an  I 
was ge ttin g . I signed .”

H e im m edia te ly  te lephoned  Obeck, 
he says, to  tell him  he’d decided to 
p lay for C hicago. F ran tica lly  O beck 
th en  se t up  a  m eeting  in New Y ork 
am ong th e  A louette  ow ner, T ed  W ork­
m an, E tch ev erry , C oach W alker and 
him self.

"T h e  boy realized he’d m ade a 
m istak e ,” says O beck. "H e  signed 
w ith  us.” H e declines to  reveal the  
sa lary , as does E tch ev erry , b u t i t ’s 
know n to  be for tw o years and is be­
lieved to  call for tw en ty -tw o  thousand  
dollars for th e  tw o seasons.

W hen word reached th e  C ard inals 
th a t  E tch ev erry  had  signed w ith  M o n t­
real, th e  te am ’s ow ner W alte r W olfner 
th rea ten ed  to  sue th e  A louettes for two 
hundred  tho'usand do llars for b reach  of 
co n trac t. W hen co n tac ted  by te le ­
phone recen tly , W olfner claim ed the  
A louettes had " th rea ten ed  E tch ev erry  
w ith  a dire num ber of su its  and forced 
him  to  sign .” H e had no t y e t pressed 
his b reach -o f-con trac t su it aga in s t the 
A louettes " b u t  I hav en ’t  dropped  it, 
e ith e r.” H e claim ed th a t  th e  C a r­
d inals had  offered E tch ev erry  a  fif- 
teen -thousand -do llar c o n tra c t and  th a t  
th e y ’d given him  a five-thousand a d ­
vance "w hich th e  p layer re tu rn e d .”

T here  seem s to be little  question  wby 
E tch ev erry  re tu rned  to th e  A louettes: 
in tw o w ords it was P eahead  W alker. 
W hen he sa t dow n to ta lk  to  the  
q u a rte rb ack  in N ew  Y ork, it  was a 
case of E tch ev erry  listening to  a m an 
he had learned to  tru s t. "H e  po in ted  
o u t th a t  I ’d have a  longer career in 
C a n a d a ,” Sam  says. "H e  to ld  me a 
few o th e r th ings. T h e  coach doesn’t  
shoo t a line.”

F o r th e  w h ite-haired  W alker it was 
ju s t  an o th e r tu rb u le n t ch ap te r in his 
life w ith  unp red ic tab le  Sam . "A  foo t­

ball p lay er,” he draw led, " is  a  lo t like 
a w om an: a little  f la tte ry  tu rn s  his
head. T h a t’s w hat happened  to  Sam  
w ith  th e  C ard in a ls .”

W ith  Sam  back a t  th e  con tro ls this 
year, th e  A louettes picked up ju s t 
ab o u t w here th ey  left off las t, the 
best-balanced club in th e  east, th e  most 
colorful to  w atch  and , all fum bles and 
in juries being equal, th e  team  most 
likely to  be in V ancouver tow ard  the 
end of th is  m on th  to  face th e  W estern 
C onference cham pion  in th e  G rey Cup 
gam e. I f  they  are, th e  largest crowd 
in G rey C up h is to ry , upw ards of th irty  
thousand  in V ancouver’s E m pire  S ta ­
d ium , will g e t a  full m easure of en te r­
ta in m en t from  th e  co u n try ’s most 
versatile  q u a rte rb ack . P a r t  of the 
e n te r ta in m e n t th is  tim e will n o t be 
located  in the  new spapers, Sam  prom ­
ises, as it  w as la s t y ear under his 
s ig n a tu re  in th e  T o ro n to  Telegram . 
On th a t  occasion an  indiscree t obser­
vation  m ade to  the  new spaper’s Bob 
Frew in, who ghosted  a daily  series for 
him , helped co n tr ib u te  to  E d m o n to n ’s 
upse t v ictory .

On th e  p lay in w hich E d m o n to n ’s 
Jack ie  P a rk e r ran  n in e ty -th ree  yards 
w ith  an  A louette  fum ble to  tu rn  the 
tide in th e  E sk im o’s favor, there  was 
only one m an on th e  field who had 
a chance to  head off P a rk e r a fte r  he 
picked up th e  loose ball. T h a t man 
w as E tch ev erry , who w as in position 
to angle across the  field and  cu t off 
P a rk e r’s course s tra ig h t dow n the  side­
lines.

" I  d id n ’t  know  w hether to try  to 
o u tru n  him  or to  slow dow n and  try 
to  fake h im ,” P a rk e r said la ter. "T hen 
I rem em bered a s to ry  I ’d seen in the 
paper which said he w asn’t  a very  fast 
runner. I figured th e  piece had to be 
a u th o r ita tiv e  because it w as w ritten  by 
a fellow nam ed Sam  E tcheverry . So 
I ju s t  p u t m y head dow n and  ra n .”  ★

MOVIES ARE FUN
w he n  you  use a

BOLEX
M O V IE CAMERA

Y O U  
C A N T  

G O  W R O N G
Simple to load, a joy to use. You get 
perfect pictures every aime in black and 
white or full color. Make good movies 
the easy way with Bolex, the world’s 
finest precision built movie camera.

8mm and 16mm models
Prices fro m  $ 9 8 .5 0  up

At all camera stores or write for folder to Dept. -'I
GARLICK FILMS LTD. TORONTO 2B ONT
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